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The Capitol Dome is seen on Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, July 28, 2011. The federal budget fight reached new heights of 
uncertainty Thursday night as the House Republican leadership abruptly put off a vote on its proposal to raise the debt ceiling to 
avert a government default. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 

House cancels debt vote Thursday as conservatives balk 


Fort Hood 
once again 
targeted 

J. DAVID GOODMAN 
©2011 New York Times 

An Army soldier who had 
been absent without leave 
since earlier this month was 
arrested this week near Fort 
Hood with a gun and sus¬ 
picious materials in what 
local law enforcement offi¬ 
cials described on Thursday 



This photo, provided by 
WSMV-TV in Nashville, Tenn., 
shows Pfc. Naser Abdo. Abdo, 
21, arrested Wednesday, July 
27, 2011, who had weapons 
stashed in a motel room near 
Fort Hood, Texas, admitted 
planning an attack on the 
post, where 13 people died in 
2009 in the worst mass shoot¬ 
ing ever on a U.S. military in¬ 
stallation, the Army said in an 
alert issued Thursday. 

(AP Photo/WSMV-TV) 

as a “terror plot" to kill other 
soldiers. 

The police in Killeen, Texas, 
arrested the suspect, Pfc. 
Naser Jason Abdo, in a 
motel room near the south¬ 
ern edge of the base on 
Wednesday, one day after 
a clerk at a local gun store 
alerted the police about 
a suspicious purchase, the 
police said. 

Continued on Next Page 


Carl Hulse 

© 2011 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - The fed¬ 
eral budget fight reached 
new heights of uncertainty 
Thursday night as the House 
Republican leadership 
abruptly put off a vote on its 
proposal to raise the debt 
ceiling to avert a govern¬ 
ment default. Republican 
lawmakers who opposed 
the plan were summoned 
to the speaker's office for 
a new round of lobbying by 
top House members. As he 
left the office, one of those 
called in for an arm-twist¬ 
ing, Rep. Louie Gohmert of 
Texas, said he remained “a 
bloody beaten-down no.” 
The postponement threw 
the endgame of the debt- 


limit clash into doubt. The 
White House and Senate 
Democratic leaders had 


been waiting for the House 
to act before making their 
next move, with an eye on 


the Aug. 2 deadline set by 
the Treasury Department 
for raising the debt ceiling 
or facing the possibility that 
the government would not 
be able to meet all its fi¬ 
nancial obligations. 
Republicans had expressed 
confidence throughout the 
day that they would round 
up enough recalcitrant 
conservatives to pass their 
plan. 

But shortly before 6 p.m., 
near the end of a two-hour 
debate on the plan. Re¬ 
publicans halted the pro¬ 
ceedings, and Democrats 
claimed that Speaker John 
A. Boehner was still short of 
the votes he needed. 

Continued on Page 2 



House Speaker John Boehner of Ohio takes part in a news con¬ 
ference on Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, July 28, 2011, to 
discuss the debt crisis showdown. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 
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House cancels debt vote Thursday as conservatives balk 


Continued from Front Page 


At 6:50, the leaders 
stopped all business on the 
floor, where the House had 
worked through a list of post 
offices fo be renamed, and 
called a recess, leaving un¬ 
clear when work might re¬ 
sume on the measure that 
would provide a $900 bil¬ 
lion increase in the federal 
debt limit in exchange for 
slightly more than that in 
spending cuts. 

Failure to pass the mea¬ 
sure would represent an 
epic defeat for Boehner, 
the first-year speaker who 
has invested significant po¬ 
litical capital in trying to get 
his fractious majority be¬ 
hind the legislation, which 
had the strong support of 
the entire leadership team. 
Although they knew the 
vote was going to be close 
given the philosophical ob¬ 
jections of many House Re¬ 
publicans to an increase in 
federal borrowing power. 
Republicans earlier Thurs¬ 
day had made it clear that 
they expected to pass the 
legislation in an effort to 
force the Democratic-led 
Senate into accepting it. 
“When the House takes 
action today, the United 
States Senate will have no 
more excuses for inaction,” 
Boehner said Thursday af¬ 
ternoon, just before the de¬ 
bate began. 

But with House Democrats 
offering no votes, even 
from the party's fiscal con¬ 
servatives, Republicans evi¬ 
dently remained shy of the 
total needed for passage, 
and Boehner engaged in 
some public arm-twisting 
as he pulled members off 
the floor into a nearby of¬ 
fice. Republican House 
members who met with 
the speaker, in his frantic 
search for votes, included 
Mo Brooks of Alabama, Jeff 
Flake and Trent Franks of 
Arizona, and two freshmen 
from Illinois, Randy Hultgren 
and Joe Walsh. Asked 
when the vote would oc¬ 
cur, Walsh said: “We don’t 
know yet. It's up in the air.” 
For the moment, he said, he 
was still a no vote. News of 
the prospect that the vote 
could be put off began cir¬ 
culating as Rep. Nancy Pe- 
losi, the Democratic leader 



A small group of religious leaders start a prayer vigil in the Rotunda of the U.S. Capitol to protest 
budget cuts, in Washington, July 28, 2011. After refusing to stop, the group was arrested and es¬ 
corted out of the building. 

(Stephen Crowley/The New York Times) 


and former House speaker, 
was making her party’s 
closing argument against 
the plan on the floor. 

Rep. Steven C. LaTourette, 
R-Ohio, who was serving as 
the presiding officer, an¬ 
nounced that the House 
was going to turn to other 
legislative business - nam¬ 
ing post offices - when she 
concluded. 

The delay caught Senate 
Democrats off guard. Harry 
Reid, the majority leader, 
had said earlier Thursday 
that once the House ap¬ 
proved its plan, he intend¬ 
ed to immediately set it 
aside and move ahead 
with his proposal for deep¬ 
er spending cuts and a lon¬ 
ger extension in the debt 
limit, which would ultimate¬ 
ly be thrown back to the 
House.Q 


Soldier arrested near fort hood; terror plot alleged 



U.S. Army Lt. Col. Kris Poppe, left, Maj. Christopher E. Martin, center, and Capt. Justin Oshana, right, 
depart the justice center Wednesday, July 20, 2011, in Fort Hood, Texas. The three are the defense 
team for Maj. Nidal Hasan, the Army psychiatrist who faces the death penalty in the 2009 Fort Hood 
shooting rampage. An Army soldier who had been absent without leave since earlier this month 
was arrested this week near Fort Hood with a gun and suspicious materials in what local law en¬ 
forcement officials described on Thursday as a “terror plot” to kill other soldiers at Fort Hood. 


Continued from Front Page 


According to a law en¬ 
forcement official, among 
the items found in Abdo's 
room at the time of his ar¬ 
rest were a military uniform 
with Fort Hood patches, a 
pistol, shotgun shells and an 
article on “how to make a 
bomb in your kitchen” from 
the English-language al- 


Qaida magazine Inspire. 

He also had more than one 
wall clock, a cellphone, 
duct tape and a shopping 
list for what appear to be 
explosive components, the 
official said. 

The police said they had 
interviewed Abdo in the 
city jail and that his state¬ 
ment “leads us to believe 
that military personnel were 
targeted,” said Dennis M. 


(AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez) 

Baldwin, the Killeen chief 
of police. He said Abdo 
did not appear to be part 
of any larger plot. “As far 
as we know, he did act 
alone,” Baldwin said. 

It was unclear what con¬ 
nection Abdo had to Fort 
Hood. He had been ab¬ 
sent without leave from his 
own base. Fort Campbell 
in Kentucky, since early 
this month. The announce¬ 


ment of his arrest renewed 
a sense of vulnerability at 
Fort Hood, where on Nov. 
5, 2009, Maj. Nidal Malik 
Hasan, an army psychia¬ 
trist, went on a shooting 
rampage that killed 13 
people and wounded 32 
at a medical facility on the 
base. Trial is set for March 5. 
Base officials quickly issued 
a statement to reassure 
soldiers. “At this time, there 
has been no incident at 
Fort Hood,” officials said. 
“We continue our diligence 
in keeping our force pro¬ 
tection at appropriate lev¬ 
els.” 

At an afternoon news con¬ 
ference, the Killeen police 
chief underscored what 
he felt was the seriousness 
of the situation, saying, 
“We probably would be 
here giving you a different 
briefing had he not been 
stopped.” 

Abdo, who joined the Army 
in April of 2009, gained na¬ 
tional attention last summer 
when he refused to deploy 
with his unit to Afghanistan, 
insisting his Muslim faith pre¬ 
vented him from serving. 
He fought his deployment 
since 2010 and gave mul¬ 
tiple interviews. 

“I was under the impression 
that I could serve both the 
U.S. Army and my God si¬ 
multaneously,” he said in 
a television interview with 
CNN last summer. Q 
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In New York: 

US, North Korea wrap up first day of talks 


Jeffs mute 
during his 
opening 
statement 

WILL WEISSERT 

Associated Press 

SAN ANGELO, Texas (AP) 

— A prosecutor told jurors 
Thursday he would present 
an audio recording of a 
polygamist sect leader 
raping a 12-year-old and 
other evidence showing the 
55-year-old impregnated a 
15-year-old girl during the 
man’s sexual assault trial. 
The trial began shortly after 
Warren Jeffs fired his high- 
powered defense team 
and a judge allowed the 
ecclesiastical head of the 
Fundamentalist Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints to defend himself. 

But when it came his turn 
to present an opening 
statement, Jeffs was 
mute, sitting silently in his 
courtroom seat. 

Then, as the prosecutor 
continued to present his 
case, Jeffs stared off into 
space, appearing not to 
be paying attention to the 
proceedings. “You've sat 
here now for an hour and 
not said a word,” Judge 
Barbara Walther said, 
then added his continued 
silence could have “a very 
bad result.” The silence was 
a sharp contrast to Jeffs’ 
earlier behavior in court. 
Then, he spoke for more 
than 20 minutes, telling 
the judge he had spent 
extensive time training his 
lawyers, but they weren’t 
able to present “a pure 
defense. □ 


EDITH M. LEDERER 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — The U S. 

said it wants a concrete 
indication that nuclear¬ 
armed North Korea is willing 
to take “irreversible steps” 
to give up atomic weapons 
as negotiators wrapped up 
a first round of talks Thurs¬ 
day. 

Ambassador Stephen Bo- 
sworth, the Obama ad¬ 
ministration's top envoy on 
North Korean affairs, and 
North Korean Vice Foreign 
Minister Kim Kye Gwan re¬ 
mained silent after meet¬ 
ing behind closed doors 
at the U.S. Mission to the 
United Nations for a total of 
about five hours. 

The State Department 
called the talks “serious 
and business-like" and said 
in a statement they will re¬ 
sume Friday morning. 

The U.S. wants to determine 
if North Korea is ready to 
fulfill its commitments under 
a 2005 joint declaration re¬ 
quiring the North to aban¬ 
don all nuclear weapons 
programs and allow the 
return of international 
weapons inspectors. In ex¬ 
change, Pyongyang would 
get better relations with its 
Asian neighbors, energy 
assistance, and a pledge 
from Washington that it 
wouldn’t attack the North. 
The statement said that 
Washington wants to see a 
willingness from the North 
“to take concrete and irre¬ 
versible steps.” 

“They’ve been down this 
road before and it's a 
chance for us to gauge 
their seriousness,” State De¬ 


partment spokesman Mark 
Toner said earlier Thursday. 
“What we're looking for is 
a concrete indication that 
they're going to move for¬ 
ward. We’re not going to 
necessarily say what that 


might look like, but what we 
have said is that they need 
to show that they’re willing 
to comply with their com¬ 
mitments under the 2005 
Joint Statement.” 

Bosworth greeted Kim at 
the entrance to the U.S. 
Mission in the shadow of the 
U.N. headquarters complex 
when he arrived with his 
delegation Thursday morn¬ 
ing. They smiled and shook 
hands before a throng of 


photographers, camera¬ 
men and reporters. 

Ri Gun, the director gen¬ 
eral of the North American 
affairs bureau in North Ko¬ 
rea’s Foreign Ministry, when 
asked whether he was op¬ 


timistic about the meeting, 
replied: “I'm not sure yet." 
The high-level meetings 
have raised hopes of a 
possible breakthrough in 
resuming disarmament ne¬ 
gotiations after more than 
a year of high tensions 
between rivals North and 
South Korea. Seoul blames 
Pyongyang for two attacks 
last year that killed 50 South 
Koreans and led to threats 
of war. 


The discussions aim to build 
on last week's surprise talks 
between nuclear negotia¬ 
tors from North and South 
Korea in Indonesia, the first 
such meeting since dis¬ 
armament talks were last 


held in December 2008. The 
arms talks collapsed shortly 
afterward. 

Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton invited the 
North Korean vice foreign 
minister to New York after 
what U.S. officials described 
as a constructive meet¬ 
ing. But she said the U.S. 
wouldn’t reward the North 
for just returning to the ta¬ 
ble or promising to uphold 
old agreementsO 



North Korean diplomats return to the Ronald H. Brown United States Mission to the United Nations, 
after lunch on Thursday, July 28, 2011, in New York. Vice Foreign Minister Kim Kye Gwan arrived 
in New York on July 26, 2011, and is in the middle of diplomatic discussions with the United States. 

(AP Photo/Andrew Burton) 



































Lawyer: Report of call misquoted housekeeper 


erence to protection pro¬ 
vided by investigators. 

“The first call that the guy in 
prison made to Nafi Diallo 
corroborates that Domi¬ 
nique Strauss-Kahn violent¬ 
ly attacked her and tried to 
rape her," Thompson said. 

It was during the second 
call that the subject of 
money came up, the law¬ 
yer said. 

“The guy in jail called back 
several hours later, express¬ 
ing concern, ‘Are you OK,’ 
and she says she is,” Thomp¬ 
son said. “During the sec¬ 
ond conversation, she said, 
‘People from France keep 
calling me and saying he's 
rich and powerful.'" 

The man then expressed 
concern about her, the 
lawyer said, asking wheth¬ 
er she was safe. 

“She told him she was in 
Manhattan, that a lawyer 
was coming to see her - it 
was not me,” Thompson 
said. “She said, ‘Don't wor¬ 
ry, I know what I’m doing.’" 
At some point, the man 
told Diallo that by mov¬ 
ing forward with the case, 
“you’ll get a lot of money,” 
Thompson said. But he in¬ 
sisted that Diallo made it 
clear that was not her in¬ 
tention. 

“She said, ‘Stop, stop.' He's 
going on and on on the 
phone about it, she didn’t 
want to deal with that. She 
said, ‘Please stop. Wait, 
wait. The lawyer will get it.’ 
Meaning, the lawyer would 
deal with it.” 

But prosecutors did not see 
it that way. Thompson said 
that in a phone conversa¬ 
tion late on the afternoon 
of June 30, he was told by 
a senior prosecutor that 
the conversations created 
“big problems” for the case 
and that the prosecutor 
mischaracterized Diallo's 
statements as implying that 
she intended to exploit the 
charges for money.Q 


gain money from the case, 
but she quickly dismissed 
the idea and said it was a 
matter for her lawyer. 

Of even greater impor¬ 
tance, Thompson said, dur¬ 
ing the first of the calls, her 
description of the encoun¬ 


account of an attack are 
called “outcry witnesses” 
and are often used to but¬ 
tress the credibility of a per¬ 
son making an accusation. 
“She told the guy that 
someone tried to rape 
her at her job,” Thompson 


JIM DWYER 
JOHN ELIGON 
ANAHAD O’CONNOR 
© 2011 New York Times 
NEW YORK - A lawyer for 
fhe hofel housekeeper 
who accused Dominique 
Sfrauss-Kahn of sexually as¬ 
saulting her has disputed 
the claim that his client was 
captured on tape imply¬ 
ing she intended to extort 
Strauss-Kahn. 

The lawyer, Kenneth P. 
Thompson, and the house¬ 
keeper, Nafissatou Diallo, 
spent much of fhe day 
Wednesday at the district 
attorney's office in Man- 
haffan, where they listened 
to a recording of conver¬ 
sations Diallo had with a 
fellow African immigrant 
in an Arizona jail about a 
day after she said she was 
attacked. A law enforce¬ 
ment official told The New 
York Times this month that 
Diallo could be heard say¬ 
ing on the tape “words to 
the effect of, ‘Don't worry. 
This guy has a lot of money. 

I know what I'm doing.'” 

But after listening to the 
recording on Wednesday, 
Thompson told reporters at 
a news conference that Di- 
allo’s statements had been 
mischaracterized. He said 
that at no point did she 
raise the issue of Sfrauss- 
Kahn’s wealth or status in 
the way that prosecutors 
had described it. Rather, 


he said, the man she was 
speaking with, who initiated 
the calls to Diallo, remarked 
during one conversation 
that Diallo could stand to 


ter with Strauss-Kahn was 
consistent with what she 
told investigators a day ear¬ 
lier. In sexual-assault cases, 
people who hear an early 


said in an interview after 
his news conference. “She 
said: ‘I didn't know who he 
was. We fought each other. 
Because he wasn’t able to 
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Kenneth Thompson, a lawyer for Nafissatou Diallo, left, Diallo, the woman who has accused 
Dominique Strauss-Kahn of sexual assault, center, and Pastor A.R. Bernard, the CEO of the Christian 
Life Center, at a Coalition Press Conference at the Christian Life Center in New York on July 28, 
2011. Diallo thanked supporters in New York and voiced concerned that her reputation has been 
smeared. 

(Chester Higgins Jr./The New York Times) 


take off my clothes, he put 
his penis in my mouth. He 
touched me. They took me 
to the hospital, and they ar¬ 
rested him.”' 

In a statement released 
Wednesday night, Erin M. 
Duggan, a spokeswoman 
for fhe Manhaffan disfricf 
attorney, Cyrus R. Vance 
Jr., said: “This is a pending 
criminal case.A We will 
have no comment on evi¬ 
dence, or on any meetings 
between prosecutors and 
witnesses, civil attorneys or 
defense counsel." 
According to Thompson, 
Diallo said during her first 
conversation with the man 
in jail that her attacker was 
a powerful person but that 
she was now with the gov¬ 
ernment, presumably a ref- 
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2 Puerto Ricans accused of attacking pilot at Miami airport 


MIAMI (AP) — A man 

punched an American Air¬ 
lines pilot who kicked him 
off a flight from Miami, and 
he and his brother then at¬ 
tacked the pilot again be¬ 
fore bystanders tackled the 
brothers in the terminal, of¬ 
ficials said Thursday. 
Jonathan and Luis Baez, 
both of Las Piedras, Puerto 
Rico, were arrested at Mi¬ 
ami International Airport. 
They had been aboard 
American Airlines Flight 
1755 bound for San Fran¬ 
cisco on Wednesday night, 
according to an arrest affi¬ 
davit. 

While the plane taxied 
away from the gate, a flight 
attendant noticed 27-year- 
old Jonathan Baez was 
sleeping and had not buck¬ 
led his seat belt, police said. 
She tried to wake him, but 
she told police that Baez 
was unresponsive and ap¬ 
peared to be intoxicated 
or on drugs. 


dant then woke up Baez 
and told him to get off the 
plane, police said. 

Luis Baez, 29, decided 
to join his brother as he 
was being escorted off 
the plane. As the broth¬ 
ers walked toward the air¬ 
craft's exit door, they be¬ 
came belligerent, and Luis 
Baez told the pilot, “When 
you fly to San Juan I will 
have you killed,” accord¬ 
ing to the arrest report. 

The brothers walked off 
the plane, but then Jona¬ 
than Baez returned and 
punched the pilot in the 
face and hit the flight at¬ 
tendant in the shoulder 
when she tried to inter¬ 
vene, police said. 

Both brothers attacked the 
pilot again in the jet bridge 
and chased him in the ter¬ 
minal, according to the ar¬ 
rest report.Q 


In these two booking mug shots released by Miami-Dade police are brothers Luis (left) and Jona¬ 
than Baez of Puerto Rico in Miami Wednesday July 27, 2011. The Baez brothers were arrested after 
they punched an American Airlines pilot at the Miami International Airport Wednesday, July 27, 
2011. The brothers were kicked off the San Francisco bound flight after a flight attendant noticed 
Jonathan sleeping with his seat belt not buckled. The plane was on the runway and returned to the 
gate. As he was escorted off the plane with his brother, they attacked the pilot. 

(AP Photo/Miami-Dade Police Dept, ,HO) 

The pilot turned the plane gateD51. 
around and returned to The pilot and flight atten- 


Psychologists overestimated 
effects of 9/11, review finds 


BENEDICT CAREY 
© 2011 New York Times 

The mental fallout from the 
Sept. 11 attacks has taught 
psychologists far more 
about their field's limitations 
than about their potential 
to shape and predict be¬ 
havior, a wide-ranging re¬ 
view has found. 

The report, a collection of 
articles due to be published 
next month in a special is¬ 
sue of the journal American 
Psychologist, relates a suc¬ 
cession of humbling mis¬ 
steps after the attacks. 
Experts greatly overestimat¬ 
ed the number of people 
in New York who would suf¬ 
fer emotional distress. They 
rushed in to soothe victims 
using methods that proved 
later to be harmful to some. 
And they fell to arguing 
over whether watching an 
event on television could 
produce the same kind of 
traumatic reaction as actu¬ 
ally being there. 

These and other embar¬ 
rassments have changed 
the way mental health 
workers respond to trau¬ 
matic events, said Roxane 
Cohen Silver, a psycholo¬ 
gist at the University of Cali¬ 


fornia, Irvine, who oversaw 
the special issue along with 
editors at the journal. 

“You have to understand,” 
she said, “that before 9/11 
we didn’t have any good 
way to estimate the re¬ 
sponse to something like 
this other than - well, es¬ 
timates" based on earth¬ 
quakes and other trauma. 
Researchers later discov¬ 
ered that the standard 
approach at the time, in 
which the therapist urges 
a distressed person to talk 
through the experience 
and emotions, backfires for 
many people. 

They plunge even deeper 
into anxiety and depression 
when forced fo relive fhe 
mayhem. 

Crisis response teams now 
take a much less intense 


approach called psycho¬ 
logical first aid, teaching 
basic coping skills and hav¬ 
ing victims recount their ex¬ 
perience only if it seems to 
help. 

One of the biggest les¬ 
sons of 9/11, said Richard 
McNally, a psychologist at 
Harvard who did not con¬ 
tribute to the new report, 
was that it “brought at¬ 
tention to the limitations of 
this debriefing."Another, 
he said, was that it drove 
home the fact that people 
are far more resilient than 
experts thought. Estimates 
after the attack projected 
epidemic levels of post- 
traumatic stress, afflicting 
perhaps 100,000 people, 
or 35 percent of those ex¬ 
posed to the attack in one 
way or another. □ 
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Former officials: 

Al-Qaida still likely to use WMD 


27 deemed as threats held 
FAA licenses, report finds 


KIMBERLY DOZIER 
AP Intelligence Writer 
ASPEN, Colorado (AP) — A 

chemical or biological at¬ 
tack by al-Qaida and its 
offshoots remains a threat, 
despite the killing of terror 
leader Osama bin Laden, 
top former U.S. counterter¬ 
rorist officials said Thursday. 
Mike Leiter, the just-retired 
director of the National 
Counterterrorism Center, 
made the comments to an 
audience at the Aspen Se¬ 
curity Forum. 

“We still have pockets of 
al-Qaida around the world 
who see this as a key way 
to fight us," especially the 
offshoot in Yemen,” he 
said. “The potential threat 
from al-Qaida in the Ara¬ 
bian Peninsula is very real.” 
Leiter said the new breed 
of terrorists understands 
that killing a few Americans 
can cause as much fear as 
the massive plots bin Laden 
backed. “The most likely ... 
are simple forms of chemi¬ 
cal or biological weapons” 
rather than a nuclear at¬ 
tack, Leiter said, using the 
poison ricin as an example 
of something that’s eas¬ 
ily made. “Is it going to kill 
many people? No. Is it go¬ 
ing to scare people? Yes," 
he said. 

“Bin Laden was really priori¬ 
tizing the big attack,” Leiter 
added. “Some of them 
may have fantasies about 
pulling off another 9/11," 
but his affiliates realize they 
can affect U.S. strategy 


and society with smaller 
scale attacks. 

“Anwar al-Awlaki gets 
that," Leiter said, naming 
the U.S.-born radical cleric 
of the Yemeni branch. And 
so do other offshoots, like 
the Pakistani Taliban, which 
sent a bomber to try to 
blow up a car in the middle 
of Times Square a year ago. 


he said. 

With bin Laden gone, Leit¬ 
er and former CIA Deputy 
Director John McLaughlin 
both predicted new leader 
Ayman al-Zawahiri launch 
similar smaller scale cam¬ 
paign. “Zawahiri will prob¬ 
ably favor smaller targets," 
McLaughlin told the audi¬ 
ence. “Bin Laden did not.” 
Leiter and McLaughlin both 
said Zawahiri’s core al-Qa- 


ida was weaker after bin 
Laden’s killing. “I think it is 
now possible ... to actually 
visualize, to imagine its col¬ 
lapse,” McLaughlin said, 
speaking of the original 
core group. But he warned 
against underestimating 
Zawahiri or his followers. 
“He’s not as charismatic ... 
but he may be more disci¬ 


plined, he said, adding that 
Zawahiri is a physician who 
has long been interested in 
using weapons of mass de¬ 
struction to attack. 

“What we will know is there 
has been no successful in¬ 
bound attack since 9/11 
that we can attribute di¬ 
rectly to al-Qaida," added 
Charles Allen, who has held 
multiple top positions at the 
CIA over the years. □ 



This image taken from the the Arabic-language al-Shamouk ji- 
hadist website shows promotional material for an animated car¬ 
toon an al-Qaida affiliate says it plans to roll out aimed at recruit¬ 
ing children into the terror network. Scenes from the proposed 
short film show young boys dressed in battle fatigues and partici¬ 
pating in raids, killings and terror plots. Arabic text at top reads 
“Cartoon films for supporters of Qaida Jihad in the Arabia Pen¬ 
insula” and at top left “Coming soon.” Smaller text is indistinct. 

(AP Photo) 


MATTHEW L. WALD 
© 2011 New York Times 

WASHINGTON - The Transportation Security Administration 
cannot determine the real identity of thousands of the 
people to whom the Federal Aviation Administration has 
issued licenses as pilots and aircraft mechanics, but has 
located an additional 27 who should not have held them 
because of terrorist connections, according to an internal 
report by the Department of Homeland Security. 

The report was requested two years ago by four senators, 
after a private data analysis company in New York deter¬ 
mined that the man convicted of bombing Pan Am Flight 
103 over Lockerbie, Scotland, in 1988 still held an FAA li¬ 
cense, as did a man caught trying to smuggle military 
equipment to Hezbollah in Lebanon, a man convicted of 
trying to manufacture an airborne poison in his basement 
and a self-described eco-terrorist who fled the country af¬ 
ter he was indicted on a charge of arson. 

The FAA and the Department of Homeland Security were 
supposed to scour the list of licensed pilots, mechanics 
and flight dispatchers for terrorists under a law approved 
by Congress after the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, but they 
have shown great difficulty in doing the work, despite 
having access to much more information than the private 
company. 

The new report, by the inspector general of the Depart¬ 
ment of Homeland Security, found that the FAA had So¬ 
cial Security numbers of only about 750,000 people of the 
1.3 million names in its Airmen Registry and that among 
those for whom it had numbers, more that 15,000 did not 
match the Social Security database for name, sex or date 
of birth. By law, the FAA cannot require a Social Security 
number, the report noted, and as a result, “TSA may not 
identify U.S. citizens who have provided false biographic 
information to receive an airman certificate.” 

Not all of the discrepancies represent a potential secu¬ 
rity threat; the report said that more extensive study over 
the past few years found that 8,000 of the license holders 
were dead. 

The report offers no defails about the 27 individuals whose 
certificates were canceled but does give an indication of 
the poor state of federal records, almost a decade after 
the Sept. 11 attacks. An initial computer scan found about 
29,000 certificates that matched names on the govern¬ 
ment’s Terrorist Screening Database, but further study 
found that 28,500 of the matches were invalid; 506 were 
turned over for closer scrutiny, yielding the 27 names.Q 
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Charity: 

Slain girl’s mom targeted by tabloid PI 


Blogs eroding 
China censors 

M. WINES 
S. LaFRANIERE 
© 2011 New York Times 
BEIJING - “After all the wind 
and storm, what’s going on 
with the high-speed train?” 
read the prophetic mes¬ 
sage posted Saturday eve¬ 
ning on the Chinese micro¬ 
blog Sina Weibo. 

“It’s crawling slower than a 
snail. I hope nothing hap¬ 
pens to it." 

They were a few short sen¬ 
tences, typed by a young 
girl with the online handle 
Smm Miao. 

But five days later, the tor¬ 
rent that followed them was 
still flooding this nation’s In¬ 
ternet, and lapping at the 
feet of government bu¬ 
reaucrats, censors and the 
state-controlled media. 

The train the girl saw, on a 



A women at an internet cafe in 
Beijing, July 28, 2011. Swift and 
comprehensive blog posts on 
the train accident in China that 
killed 39 people and injured 
192 this week are a humbling 
example for the Communist 
Party mouthpieces and state 
television, whose blinkered 
coverage of rescued babies 
only belatedly gave way to 
careful reports on the public's 
discontent. 

(Sim Chi Yin/The New York 
Times) 

track outside Wenzhou in 
coastal Zhejiang province, 
was rammed from behind 
minutes later, killing 39 peo¬ 
ple and injuring 192. Since 
then, China’s two major 
Twitter-like microblogs - 
called weibos here - have 
posted 26 million messages 
on the tragedy, includ¬ 
ing some that have forced 
embarrassed officials to re¬ 
verse themselves. 

The messages are a potent 
amalgam of contempt for 
railway authorities, suspi¬ 
cion of government expla¬ 
nations and shoe-leather 
journalism by citizens and 
professionals alike.Q 



Undated handout photo 
released by her family of 
British schoolgirl Sarah Payne, 
8, who was murdered by a 
pedophile in 2000. Her mother 
Sara Payne has been told by 
detectives that her contact 
details are on a list compiled 
by a private investigator used 
by the News of the World, it 
was reported Thursday July 
28, 2011. 

(AP Photo/ Family photo via 
PA) 

JILL LAWLESSR. G. SATTER 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Britain's 
simmering phone hacking 
scandal has erupted again 
as a charity founded by the 
mother of a murdered child 
said she was targeted by a 
detective who worked for 
the News of the World. 

The charity, Phoenix Chief 
Advocates, said Glenn 
Mulcaire, a detective em¬ 
ployed by the now-defunct 
tabloid, had the details 
of Sara Payne in his notes. 
Payne is the mother of 
8-year-old Sarah Payne, 
whose murder by a pedo¬ 
phile in 2000 shocked Britain 
and was heavily covered 
by the News of the World. 
The charity said in a state¬ 
ment Thursday that police 


DON MELVIN 

KARL RITTER 
Associated Press 
OSLO, Norway (AP) — Nor¬ 
way casts it as the isolated 
act of a lone-wolf terrorist 
whose boasts of a far-flung 
network of anti-Muslim war¬ 
riors were the fantasies of a 
deranged mind. European 
officials at an emergency 
counter-terror meeting see 
a continent-wide threat 
from right-wing extremists 


had previously said Sara 
Payne’s name was not 
on a list held by Mulcaire, 
who was jailed in 2007 for 
hacking into the voice mail 
messages of royal staff. But 
it said “it has now been 
confirmed by (police) that 
Sara’s details are on his list.” 
“Sara is absolutely devas¬ 
tated by this news, we’re all 
deeply disappointed and 
are just working to get her 
through it,” it said. 

The Colchester, England- 
based charity advocates 
for victims of pedophile 
crimes. It was unclear 
whether Mulcaire had 
merely obtained Payne's 
number or whether he or 
anyone else had tried to 
eavesdrop on her voice 
mails. Thousands of names 
were on Mulcaire’s list, 
and it still isn’t certain how 
many of them were actu¬ 
ally spied upon. 

The ongoing scandal over 
illegal eavesdropping has 
shaken Rupert Murdoch's 
global media empire, led 
to the resignation of top 
executives, including Mur¬ 
doch protege Rebekah 
Brooks, and prompted the 
closure of the 168-year-old 
News of the World tabloid, 
which she once edited. 
Murdoch’s News Interna¬ 
tional company said in a 
statement that the matter 
is being taken “very seri¬ 
ously" and said the com¬ 
pany would cooperate 
with all criminal and civil in¬ 
quiries into the new allega¬ 
tions. If it were shown that 
Mulcaire had in fact tar¬ 
geted Payne, and that he 
had done so at the behest 
of Brooks' paper, it would 


amid mounting Islamopho- 
bia — and warn of possible 
copycats. 

Two visions of the Norway 
atrocity emerged Thurs¬ 
day as Europe gropes for 
answers following the mas¬ 
sacre that claimed 78 lives. 
The twin attacks carried out 
by Anders Behring Breivik 
have stirred questions in 
Europe about whether au¬ 
thorities have neglected 
the threat of right-wing 


be one of the most shock¬ 
ing revelations to have 
emerged so far. 

Brooks was closely involved 
in covering the death of 
Sarah Payne, and under 
her stewardship, the News 
of the World was heavily 
involved in campaigning 
for a measure, dubbed 
“Sarah’s Law,” to give the 
public access to informa¬ 
tion about convicted sex 
offenders. It set up a peti¬ 
tion that drew hundreds of 
thousands of signatures. 


Sara Payne even wrote an 
article for the News of the 
World’s final edition, calling 
the muckraking tabloid “a 
force for good.” 

In a statement. Brooks said 
the latest allegations were 
“particularly upsetting" be- 


extremists in their push to 
crack down on Islamist ter¬ 
ror groups after 9/11. Secu¬ 
rity officials insist they have 
not, and statistics from the 
European police agency 
Europol show no surge in 
right-wing terror. Still, many 
politicians saw the Norway 
attacks as a violent expres¬ 
sion of a far-right populist 
movement that has swept 
anti-Muslim parties calling 
for strict immigration lim- 


cause Payne was a “dear 
friend.” 

“The idea that anyone 
on the newspaper knew 
that Sara or the campaign 
team were targeted by Mr. 
Mulcaire is unthinkable," 
she said. “The idea of her 
being targeted is beyond 
my comprehension.” 

The news came as a senior 
judge opened an inquiry 
into the scandal that will 
start by looking at whether 
the country needs tougher 
media regulation, and will 


have the power to force 
witnesses to give evidence. 
Justice Brian Leveson said 
he has the legal power to 
demand statements and 
documents from witnesses 
— and plans to use it “as 
soon as possible."□ 


its into parliaments across 
the continent. At an emer¬ 
gency meeting in Brussels, 
European Union counter¬ 
terrorism officials warned 
radicals who share Breivik's 
ideology might be tempted 
to follow his lead. 

“Clearly, one major risk is 
that somebody may actu¬ 
ally try to mount a similar 
attack as a copycat attack 
or as a way of showing sup¬ 
port,” □ 


Norway’s ‘lone-wolf’ attacks stir angst in Europe 



FILE - Oct. 8 2002 file photo of former News International Chief 
Executive Rebekah Brooks (at the time Rebekah Wade), left, 
standing next to Sara Payne, mother of murdered girl Sarah, who 
died at the hands of a pedophile. Brooks as editor of the News 
of the World was a high profile supporter of a law proposed by 
Payne to make public the whereabouts of sex offenders. Payne 
has been told by detectives that her contact details are on a 
list compiled by a private investigator used by the News of the 
World, currently being investigated for illegal phone hacking. 

(AP Photo/Stefan Rousseau/PA) 
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Hugo Chavez turns 57 vowing to overcome cancer 


IAN JAMES 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela 
(AP) — Venezuelan leader 
Hugo Chavez sang on a 
balcony of the presidential 
palace as he celebrated 
his 57th birthday Thursday 
before a crowd of adoring 
supporters, vowing to 
overcome cancer. 

Chavez waved a large 
Venezuelan flag on the 
balcony, then sang and 
swayed while a band 
below playing folk music. 
He saluted to the crowd 
and blew kisses while 
hundreds of supporters 
cheered and pumped fists 
in the air. 

“We will live!” Chavez told 
the crowd. “Long live the 
homeland!" 

He also pleged to win re- 
election in 2012, saying: 


“We're going for 10 million 
votes next year!" 

Chavez put an arm around 
one of his daughters and 
watched while sparkling 
candles burned on a giant 
cake. “I’d like to be down 
there with you all, but I 
shouldn't,” he said. 

He said earlier on state 
television that he expects 
his hair will begin to fall out 
soon due to chemotherapy. 
Still, he said he should 
be finished with the most 
difficult phase of his cancer 
treatments by December, 
when he hopes to host a 
summit of Latin American 
leaders in Caracas. 

“At the end of the year, 
I should have passed this 
hard, careful, very, very 
strict phase," Chavez said in 
a telephone conversation 
aired on television Thursday 
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Venezuela’s President Hugo Chavez, left, dances with his 
daughter Rosa Virginia at a balcony of Miraflores presidential 
palace in Caracas, Venezuela, Thursday, July 28,2011. Chavez 
sang on a balcony of the presidential palace as he celebrated 
his 57th birthday before a crowd of adoring supporters, vowing 
to overcome cancer. 

(AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos) 


morning. 

He said he sent letters 
inviting Latin American 


and Caribbean leaders to 
the summit in Caracas on 
Dec. 9. That meeting had 


originally been scheduled for 
July 5-6 but was postponed 
due to Chavez’s illness. 
Around the country, 
Chavez’s supporters held 
a series of televised events 
honoring his birthday. A 
group of children sang for 
him and blew out a candle 
on a cake. Oil workers in red 
hardhats sent best wishes, 
supporters danced to live 
music in a Caracas plaza, 
and the president's older 
brother, Adan, led a crowd 
singing “Happy Birthday.” 
The president didn’t attend 
other events aside from 
his appearance at the 
presidential palace. He said 
that for now he needs to limit 
his contact with the public 
because chemotherapy 
has weakened him and his 
white blood cell count has 
declined. 

“The defenses decrease, 
and I have a lot of restrictions 
on interpersonal contact,” 
Chavez said. “I even asked 
my mother, my brothers, my 
family to stay put in Barinas,” 
their home state in western 
Venezuela. □ 


Medellin cartel enforcer gets prison 


CURT ANDERSON 
AP Legal Affairs Writer 
COLOMBIA/MIAMI (AP) — An admitted 
enforcer for Colombia’s once-fearsome 
Medellin cocaine cartel was sentenced 
Thursday to more than three years in 
U.S. prison after pleading guilty to drug 
conspiracy charges dating back to 1994. 
U.S. District Judge K. Michael Moore said 
that Sigifredo Maya, 49, and his three 
brothers were instrumental in setting up 
the Medellin cartel’s East Coast cocaine 
distribution network based in Miami. Under 
the leadership of drug lord Pablo Escobar, 
the network shipped several thousand 
tons of drugs to the U.S. beginning in 1979, 
prosecutors said. 

“This was a substantial conspiracy by any 
definition," Moore said. “I understand he 
was not the ringleader, but he was involved 
in an extensive cocaine conspiracy." 

Maya and his three brothers were all 
indicted in 1994, but the case was sealed. 


Maya was traveling earlier this year 
to Mexico when he was detained by 
Panamanian authorities who were aware 
of the charges. Maya flew to Miami — his 
attorney said he paid for his own ticket 
— to face charges he did not previously 
know existed and has been in custody 
since March. 

The other three Maya brothers are fugitives 
and believed by the Drug Enforcement 
Administration to be in Colombia. 

The Medellin cartel, notorious for its 
violent methods and assassinations, was 
once responsible for the vast majority of 
cocaine smuggled to the U.S. Escobar, 
who was killed by Colombian police in 
1993, during the 1980s was regularly listed 
by Forbes magazine as one of the world’s 
richest men. He had a substantial following 
among people in Colombia who viewed 
him as a Robin Hood-like figure because 
he built housing projects and soccer fields 
for the poorO 


















































World Briefs 

Mexico town’s mayor found dead 


_ WORLD NEWS |Riday July29 2011 

NATO peacekeepers can 
fire if attacked in Kosovo 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Prosecutors say the mayor of a town 
in Zacatecas was found murdered alongside a local farm 
union official a day after they were kidnapped. The two 
were abducted by gunmen in northwestern Mexico on 
Wednesday. Their bodies were found bound, blindfolded 
and shot dead on Thursday. Fortino Cortes Sandoval 
was mayor of Florencia de Benito Juarez. Prosecutors 
from Jalisco and Zacatecas are asking for help from the 
federal government in prosecuting the case. Last week a 
confrontation between the army and suspected hitmen 
in a stretch of highway that connects the municipality of 
Teulada with Sandoval's city left six dead. A dozen mayors 
have been killed in Mexico since last year, many victims of 
violence related to drug cartels.Q 

40 dead in fresh Yemeni clashes 

SANAA, Yemen (AP) — Clashes between Yemeni soldiers 
and armed tribesmen in a mountainous region north of 
the capital killed at least 40 people on Thursday, a military 
official said. The fighting in the Arhab region is one example 
of the wider security collapse across Yemen since the 
outbreak of a massive uprising seeking to topple President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh six months ago. Armed tribesmen are 
battling security forces in Arhab, the southern city of Taiz 
and elsewhere, while militants believed to be linked to 
al-Qaida have overrun entire towns in the impoverished 
country's restive south. The U.S. and Yemen’s powerful 
Gulf Arab neighbors worry that al-Qaida and other militant 
groups will exploit the security vacuum in Yemen to step 
up operations. □ 

Libyan rebels say commander killed 

BENGHAZI, Libya (AP) — The head of the Libyan rebel 
armed forces was shot and killed Thursday just before 
arriving for questioning by rebel authorities, their political 
leader said in a carefully worded statement to reporters 
that gave few details on who was behind the killing. 
Adding to the confusion, the rebels had said hours earlier 
they had already detained the commander, Abdel- 
Fattah Younis, on suspicion his family might still have ties 
to the regime of Moammar Gadhafi, raising questions 
about whether he might have been assassinated by his 
own side. Such a scenario would signal a troubling split 
within the rebel movement at a time when their forces 
have failed to make battlefield gains despite nearly four 
months of NATO airstrikes against Gahdafi's forces.Q 

Double bombing kills 12 in Iraq 

BAGHDAD (AP) — A double bombing Thursday struck 
an Iraqi bank in Saddam Hussein's hometown where 
policemen were picking up their paychecks, killing 12 and 
wounding 34 people, officials said. 

The two midmorning blasts — one from a suicide bomber, 
the other from a car bomb — marked the fourth major 
attack this year on Iraqi security forces in the northern 
city of Tikrit, a former hotbed for Sunni insurgents bent on 
targeting the government and exposing the country’s 
instability. Salahuddin provincial spokesman Mohammed 
al-Asi said the two explosions went off outside the state- 
run Rafidain bank where policemen were picking up their 
monthly pay. It wasn’t known how many policemen were 
among the dead and wounded. Television footage of the 
blast showed a huge white cloud over the two-story bank, 
followed by thick black smoke. □ 



US soldiers serving in KFOR check vehicles from Serbia entering 
Kosovo after reopening a checkpoint, demolished and burnt 
by angry Kosovo Serbs, in the village of Jarinje, on the Serbia- 
Kosovo border, Thursday, July 28, 2011. 

(AP Photo/Zveki) 


NEBI QENA 
Associated Press 
PRISTINA, Kosovo (AP) — 

American and French 
peacekeepers were told 
Thursday to fire their weap¬ 
ons in defense if attacked 
at border posts on Koso¬ 
vo’s northern boundary 
with Serbia, a day after the 


crossings were set ablaze 
by Serbs armed with fire¬ 
bombs, a NATO spokes¬ 
man said. There have been 
days of mounting tension 
between ethnic Alba¬ 
nians and minority Serbs 
after Kosovo Prime Minis¬ 
ter Hashim Thaci ordered 
special police units to take 


over two disputed border 
posts that were previously 
manned by Serb mem¬ 
bers of the police under EU 
supervision. One Kosovo 
policeman died in the op¬ 
eration. “We are in com¬ 
mand of those places,” 
NATO spokesman Capt. 
Hans Wichter said. “If we 
are threatened, we have 
the right to use weap¬ 
ons.” He said the area 
was “declared a military 
zone,” meaning the alli¬ 
ance makes all decisions 
related to security. NATO 
troops were attacked late 
Wednesday by machine 
guns and anti-tank rockets 
as they moved to secure 
the border posts, the top 
NATO commander in Koso¬ 
vo, Maj. Gen. Erhard Bue- 
hler, said. No injures were 
reported. □ 
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Street battles in Somali capital amid famine help 


JASON STRAZIUSO 
Associated Press 
MOGADISHU, Somalia (AP) 

— African Union troops 
fought house-to-house bat¬ 
tles with militants to clear 
space for aid groups bring¬ 
ing in food supplies after in¬ 
telligence reports showed 
insurgents reinforcing for a 
possible attack on squalid 
camps of famine refugees. 
Heavy fighting erupted 
Thursday on the line of con¬ 
trol between the govern¬ 
ment side and territory held 
by al-Shabab, Somalia’s 
dominant militant group. 

At least six people were 
killed. The AU troops also 
paid a heavy price, with 
one official saying 19 were 
wounded, and some of 
them were put on an am¬ 
bulance jet bound for Ke¬ 
nya. Somalia's famine is 
unfolding in the middle of 
a war zone, greatly com¬ 
plicating international ef¬ 
forts to prevent a wave 
of death. Some 2.2 million 
people live in an inaccessi¬ 
ble famine zone controlled 
by the al-Qaida-linked al- 


Shabab. Thursday’s house- 
to-house fighting was only 
214 miles (4 kilometers) from 
the nearest famine refugee 


camp, said Lt. Col. Paddy 
Ankunda, spokesman for 
the African Union peace¬ 
keeping force. 


The offensive, he said, was 
to ensure the city streets 
are safe for aid groups to 
get humanitarian supplies 
to the more than 20,000 
famine refugees that have 
arrived in Mogadishu this 
month alone. 

“The agencies have been 
trying to deliver. Unfor¬ 
tunately, al-Shabab has 
been bent on ensuring this 
aid does not reach the 
people,” Ankunda said. 
“This operation is about the 
delivery of humanitarian 
aid.” Al-Shabab’s decision 
last week to rescind per¬ 
mission allowing aid groups 
to operate in areas under 
militant control has denied 
hundreds of thousands of 
Somalis access to food aid, 
he said. Ankunda added 
that al-Shabab has sent 
300 reinforcement fight¬ 
ers to Mogadishu in recent 
days. Refugees have said 
militants already killed men 
who tried to flee famine- 
hit regions of Somalia with 
their families, saying it is bet¬ 
ter to starve than accept 
help from the West. African 


Union intelligence reports 
have indicated there could 
be attacks on Mogadi¬ 
shu’s patchwork of ad-hoc 
refugee camps. Thursday’s 
battle was a “short, tacti¬ 
cal offensive operation,” 
Ankunda said. “This action 
will further increase secu¬ 
rity ... and ensure that aid 
agencies can continue to 
operate to get vital supplies 
to internally displaced,” he 
said. Mogadishu resident 
Mohamed Hussein said al- 
Shabab fighters had with¬ 
drawn shortly after the of¬ 
fensive began. 

“We have captured most 
of the bases we attacked 
... and our troops are still 
chasing them,” said Abdul- 
lahi Ali Anod, a Somali mili¬ 
tary commander. Troops 
from the African Union Mis¬ 
sion in Somalia, known as 
AMISOM, have been erod¬ 
ing al-Shabab’s territory 
all year. Ankunda said the 
government now controls 
more than 60 percent of 
Mogadishu, up from around 
40 percent at the begin¬ 
ning of the year.Q 



African Union troops in defence in Yaaqshid district of Mogadishu, 
Somalia, Thursday, July 28, 2011. The government and African 
Union Peacekeeping troops launched attack and seized al- 
Shabaab bases in Wardhiigley, Yaaqshid and Boondere districts 
of Mogadishu. Heavy fighting erupted Thursday in Somalia’s 
capital as African Union peacekeepers launched an offensive 
aimed at protecting famine relief efforts from attacks by al- 
Qaida-linked militants, officials said. The al-Shabab militants 
already have killed men who tried to escape the famine with 
their families, saying it is better to starve than accept help from 
the West. The World Food Program says it cannot reach 2.2 million 
people in need of aid in the militant-controlled areas in southern 
Somalia because of insecurity. 

(AP Photo) 


r 


NEED CASH TODAY? 


PAWN OR SELL YOUR GOLD 


l4lct*AW$W! 

l 8 fct*AW<S 

24 )cts AW(? 68! 


ALWAYS THE HIGHEST PRICE! 


m 


Cm 


UWELENHUISJE 


OPEN 10AM - 6PM MONDAY - FRIDAY 



0 JUWELENHUI5J 


ORANJESTAD WERFSTRAAT 7 LOK, 12 TEL 588 4141 O SAN NICOLAS B, V/D VEEN ZEPPENFELDSTRAAT 14 TEL 584 4141 














































WORLD NEWS If! 


Friday, July 29, 2011 


E^ELsfc)R 



CASINO 

A • K - V • B - A 








Mon - Tue - Wed - Thurs - Fri 3:30PM 

SflT. $7 IT 3:31PM / SINDIH $7 RT 240PH 


POWER BALL PROGRESSIVE BONUS PRIZES 1 

POWER- 

BALI- 

PROGRESSIV 

E- 

BONUS PRIZES 


Caribbean News Briefs 

2 convicted of killing Welsh couple 

ST JOHN’S, Antigua (AP) — A jury convicted two Antin- 
guan men Wednesday of killing a Welsh couple on their 
honeymoon during a 2008 crime spree on the Caribbe¬ 
an island. Relatives and supporters of Avie Howell and 
Kaniel Martin cried out in surprise as the verdict came 
at nearly midnight local time on the first day of delib¬ 
erations. Jurors heard from about 90 witnesses in a trial 
that lasted two months. Outside court, the families of 
the two men wept. Howell, 20, and Martin, 23, were 
convicted of killing three people during a crime spree 
including Benjamin and Catherine Mullany. The couple 
were shot in their beach cottage in July 2008 during an 
apparent robbery on the final night of their two-week 
honeymoon. □ 

PM declares disaster after rains 

ROUSEAU, Dominica (AP) — The prime minister of Domi¬ 
nica has declared a disaster zone around the area 
where heavy rain knocked out an earthen dam and 
caused severe flooding in the Caribbean island. 

Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerrit says the collapse of fhe 
Mafthieu dam destroyed part of a bridge, damaged 
buildings and flooded farms. He estimated the dam¬ 
age to the bridge over the Layou River at more than $3 
million. Skerrit tells reporters he has asked the U.S. and 
French governments to help assess the extent of the 
damage. No one was killed when the dam burst before 
dawn ThursdayO 

Official accused of smuggling drugs 

SANTO DOMINGO, Dominican Republic (AP) — A cor¬ 
poral with the Dominican Republic Air Force has been 
detained after authorities say he tried to transport two 
bicycles filled with cocaine aboard a commercial flight. 
National Drug Control Agency spokesman Roberto Leb- 
ron says Juan Emilio Feliz Salvador was detained at the 
airport late Wednesday as he waited to fly to New York. 
He said officials became suspicious after Feliz told them 
he was part of a military cycling group and would be 
competing in a race. Lebron said Feliz is accused of 
transporting more than 2 kilograms (4 pounds) of co¬ 
caine. He said two Cuban nationals also are being 
questioned in the case.Q 

Agents seize $200k in car roof 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) — Federal agents in Puerto 
Rico have seized more than $200,000 in cash hidden 
in the roof of a car bound for the Dominican Repub¬ 
lic. U.S. Customs and Border Protection says the money 
was discovered during an X-ray inspection as the car 
boarded the Chihuahua Star ferry. The agency said 
in a statement Thursday that the driver declared only 
$4,500 in cash. The money was seized over the week¬ 
end. Three other similar seizures were reported earlier 
this year. In February, federal agents detained two men 
in a taxi carrying $580,000 in suitcases. A week later, po¬ 
lice found $670,000 stuffed inside beer boxes during a 
routine traffic stop. □ 


Egypt lays plans for venue of Mubarak trial 


BEN HUBBARD 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Hosni 
Mubarak's trial will be set 
in a huge Cairo conven¬ 
tion center with hundreds 
of seats for an audience, 
heavy security and a met¬ 
al defendants’ cage large 
enough to hold the man 
who ruled Egypt unchal¬ 
lenged for fhree decades, 
his fwo sons and seven as¬ 
sociates, judicial officials 
said Thursday. 

Health Minister Amr Helmy 
said the 83-year-old 
Mubarak is well enough to 
be moved from a hospital 
in the Sinai resort of Sharm 
el-Sheikh, where he is un¬ 
der arrest, to Cairo. He will 
face charges of corruption 
and ordering the killings of 
protesters during the up¬ 
rising that toppled him in 
February. 

“Mubarak’s health is in ap¬ 
propriate condition for him 
to be tried in Cairo,” Helmy 
told reporters. Protests 
have escalated recently 
clamoring for Mubarak 
and other former regime 
stalwarts to be brought to 
justice over the killings of 
protesters and other crimes 
over the years. Many ac¬ 
tivists say the ruling military 
council which took power 
from the ousted presi¬ 
dent — and is headed by 
Mubarak's former defense 
minister — is dragging its 
feet on the prosecutions. 

A few hundred hard-core 
protesters have erected 
a tent camp in Cairo’s 
Tahrir Square — the epi¬ 
center of the uprising — 
to press for speedier trials, 
and a march last week to 
the headquarters of fhe 
Supreme Council of fhe 
Armed forces ended with 
more than 100 people in¬ 
jured after men armed 
with rocks and sticks at¬ 
tacked them. 

Many protesters received 
the announcement with 
deep skepticism. 


“I think they will find some 
excuse for him nof to come 
to Cairo,” said activist Mar- 
wa Nasser. “We've been 
guessing that they’ll an- 



FILE - Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak at the Presidential 
palace in Cairo. 


(AP Photo/Amr Nabil, File) 

nounce that he's dead, or 
that security reasons keep 
him from going on TV. Even 
if he comes, people doubf 
that we’ll ever see him in 
the cage or on TV.” 

The plans for the trial venue 
show the judiciary wants to 
make it a public spectacle. 
Deputy Justice Minister Mo¬ 
hammed Munie told state 
news agency MENA that 


a final decision has been 
made to hold the trial at 
Cairo's Convention Cen¬ 
ter, not far from Mubarak’s 
Cairo home and normally 
a venue for book fairs and 
trade shows. 

Munie said a large building 
within the centerwill be out¬ 
fitted with enough chairs 
for lawyers, a special sec¬ 
tion for journalists and seat¬ 
ing for “an audience that 
is connected to the case” 
— likely to include relatives 
of abouf 850 people killed 
during the uprising. 
Electronic doors will be in¬ 
stalled at entrances, and 
the army and the interior 
ministry will handle security. 
A member of a judicial 
team that visited the build¬ 
ing Thursday said the trial 
room would probably 
have stadium-style seat¬ 
ing for hundreds of people. 
Speaking on condition of 
anonymity because final 
decisions had not been 
made, he said the team 
was considering erecting 
large screens around the 
convention center to al¬ 
low others to watch from 
outside. □ 


HE CINEMAS.. 


1 AT RENAISSANCE 1 

1 AT PASEO HERENCIA 1 

THE SMURFS 

daily: 4:45-7:15 

matinee: 12:00-2:15 _ ™ 

late show: S3 NEW EG-® 

THE SMURFS ^ 

daily: 5:00-7:30- 10:00 \\\ 

matinee: 12:00-2:30 — , ™ , 

late show: 12:30 S3NEWEG4! 


HORRIBLE BOSSES 

daily: 5:00-7:15-9:30 

matinee: 12:15-2:30 

late show: 11:45 


NEW 

sa nri 


HORRIBLE BOSSES 

daily: 8:00-10:15 

matinee: 

late show: 12:30 


NEW ^ 

I EC 


COWBOYS AND ALIENS 



daily: 6:00-8:30 



matinee: 12:45-3:15 

NEW PG-13 


late show: 11:00 

CAPTAIN AMERICA 


THE FIRST AVENGER 

rTsn 


daily: 6:00 - 8:45 

matinee: 12:30-3:15 

! 


late show: 11:30 

HARRY POTTER AND THE 

S3 PG-13 


DEATHLY HALLOWS 2 

i 


daily: 9:45 

matinee: 


late show: 12:15 

MONTE CARLO 

S3 PG-13 


daily: 4:00 

matinee: 1:30 



late show: 

FRIENDS WITH BENEFITS 


daily: 6:30-9:15 

matinee: 



late show: 11:45 

CC 


THE ZOOKEEPER 



daily: 4:00 - 6:30 - 8:45 


matinee: 1:30 



late show: 11:00 

PG-® 


S3 = subtitulos en Espanol 


COWBOYS AND ALIENS 

daily: 4:30-7:15-9:45 

matinee: 1:45 


late show: 12:15 


NEW PG-13 


CAPTAIN AMERICA 
THE FIRST AVENGER 

daily: 4:00 - 6:45 - 9:30 

matinee: 1:15 

late show: 12:00 


HARRY POTTER AND THE 
DEATHLY HALLOWS 2 

daily: 5:30 

matinee: 12:30-3:00 

late show: 



S3 FG43 


MONTE CARLO 

daily: 

matinee: 12:45-3:15 

late show: 

FRIENDS WITH BENEFITS 

daily: 5:45-8:30 

matinee: 

late show: 11:30 

THE ZOOKEEPER 

daily: 5:15-7:45-10:00 

matinee: 

late show: 12:30 

THE SMURFS IN 2D SP 


rPGl 

□HU 

PG-® 


daily: 

matinee: 12:15-2:45 

late show: 


S3 EG41 


thecinemas.aw 


Matinee: everyday | Late show: fri & sat 




























Friday, July 29, 2011 


33IFEATURE 



A stage set with bees and ocean 


PENELOPE GREEN 
© 2011 New York Times 
MONTAUK, N.Y. - Summer, 
as branded by Richard 
Christiansen, the 34-year- 
old head of Chandelier 
Creative, a buzzy bou¬ 
tique Manhattan advertis¬ 
ing agency with a focus 
on fashion, is surf-inflected 
and campy (or “campy,” 
as Susan Sontag would 
have it). 

And Christiansen has me¬ 
ticulously styled a cedar A- 
frame built in the 1950s - a 
rental, no less - to reflect 
that vision, switching out 
the contents for furnishings 
that are more theme-ap¬ 
propriate, or “on brand,” 
as he put it, including Day- 
Glo surf paintings bought 
in Hawaii and an armada 
of vintage webbed lawn 
chairs. (The house’s own¬ 
ers need not worry: Every 
one of their possessions has 
been photographed, bub¬ 
ble-wrapped, labeled and 
placed in storage nearby, 
so as to be redeployed 
with military precision when 
Christiansen decamps at 
the end of the year.) 

There are now pickup lines 
painted on the bathroom 
mirrors (“Hey I lost my num¬ 
ber, Can I have yours?” 
reads one), Hudson’s Bay 
blankets on bunk beds and 
tepees on the lawn, so the 
place can sleep at least 
20, as it does most week¬ 
ends. 

And in beehives painted 
in yellow-and-white stripes, 
which vaguely resemble 
yacht ensigns, a couple of 
thousand bees are mak¬ 
ing honey, having dined 
on lavender, bee balm, 
Russian sage, honeysuckle 
and echinacea, a strict 
diet Christiansen planted 
this spring, so the honey’s 
flavor is just right. “Even my 
bees are art directed,” he 
said proudly. 

It was early on a steamy 
Friday morning, and Chris¬ 
tiansen, a fresh-faced Aus¬ 
tralian who grew up on a 
farm near Byron Bay, was 
explaining how the writings 
of Richard Branson and the 
love letters Ronald Rea¬ 
gan sent to Nancy Reagan 
gave him the idea to turn a 
rental in this Hamptons surf 
suburb into a weekend ex¬ 


tension of his office. 
Branson, you see, used fo 
invife his sfaff info bed “for 
a cuddle," a custom Chris- 


work disconnect, so the 
personal becomes the pro¬ 
fessional,” he said. ''You 
get better ideas that way. 


got at their ranch and at 
Camp David. So I had this 
thought: Wouldn’t it be 
amazing to have our own 
version of Camp David?" 
Many on his staff are surf¬ 
ers (die-hard Far Rockaway 
types in the winter), which 
is why this ad agency’s 
camp is in Montauk, not 
the Hamptons, and why 
it’s called Chandelier Surf 
Shack, a name you’ll find 
painted in hot pink on drift¬ 
wood signs and embroi¬ 
dered onto pillowcases. 
“Any opportunity to 
brand,” Christiansen said, 
his voice trailing off. 

Hot pink, or magenta, as 
he prefers to call it, is Chan¬ 
delier’s banner color, cho¬ 
sen as an emblem of arch 
excess, or “sparkle with a 
wink." Having grown up 
helping his parents pack¬ 
age “the authentic Austra¬ 
lian experience” for Japa¬ 
nese tourists on their farm 
(putting frozen crabs into a 
river to be “caught”), Chris¬ 
tiansen is adept at creat¬ 
ing stage sets and finding 
shortcuts that read as au¬ 
thentic. 

So is his twin brother, Geof¬ 
frey, managing director at 
Chandelier, who was also 
here that Friday morning 
and offered a frame of 
honey from one of the hives 
to a reporter, who plunged 
her spoon into the perfectly 


formed honeycombs. 

“We learned to think on our 
feet, to make something 
shiny and fantastic and still 
sort of authentic," Richard 
Christiansen said. “It was all 
very jazz hands,” he add¬ 
ed, waggling his own. 

The brothers began shop¬ 
ping in early spring tor the 
accouterments to set the 
stage, with the help of 
Lena Kuffner, a production 
designer they have worked 
with in Los Angeles, who 
combed the flea markets 
there for crocheted bed¬ 
spreads, Navajo blankets 
and surf-themed art books. 
The lawn chairs came from 
eBay, and cost from $5 to 
$500 each. They are seat¬ 
ing tor the movies that play 
on a canvas sheet hanging 
from a tree and weighted 
with nautical rope. 

In heavy rotation last week 
was “I Am Love,” the over¬ 
wrought Tilda Swinton ve¬ 
hicle. "I’m practicing my 
Italian,” said Richard Chris¬ 
tiansen, who flew to Italy 
Sunday for work; Chande¬ 
lier is helping fo remake 
Arnica, fhe Italian fashion 
magazine. 

Christiansen asks that 
guests (mostly co-workers 
and their boyfriends and 
girlfriends, and a client or 
two) bring a bottle of wine 
and a movie: now, he said, 
the collection at the house 
ranges from “Clueless" fo 
“Grey Gardens,” fhe re¬ 
make, that is, starring Drew 
Barrymore. "I’m thinking 
we should rename the Surf 
Shack ‘Magenta Gardens,’ 
” he said. If it all seems like 
an episode of “Portlandia,” 
the arch sendup of north¬ 
ern left coast culture fea¬ 
turing an ad agency where 
employees navigate Fris- 
bee mazes and ideate in 
hot-air balloons, that’s no 
mistake. “The thing about 
most major ad agencies,” 
said Barbara Lippert, the 
former Adweek critic who 
is now curator of popu¬ 
lar culture at Goodby, Sil- 
verstein & Partners in San 
Francisco, “is that they are 
designed to be like a week¬ 
end house. 

You have basketball courts 
and coffee bars and 
bleachers wifh pillows so 
people can fake napsO 



Vitra chairs and foam pillows are covered in Hawaiian-shirt fab¬ 
ric on the dock on Lake Montauk at the beach shack of Richard 
Christiansen in Montauk, N.Y., July 22,2011. Christiansen created 
the Chandelier Surf Shack: a cedar A-frame rental built in the 
1950s that portrays a weekend extension of his office and sleeps 
at least 20 people. 

(Randy Harris/The New York Times) 

tiansen adopted when he “And I was reading ‘I Love 
started Chandelier in his You, Ronnie,’ which is very 
apartment seven years lovely and very emotional, 
ago. and in it, they both talk 

“Branson was all about about the whirlwind of the 
dissolving the home-slash- job and the solace they 



Lanterns hang in a tree, with tepees in the yard behind at the beach shack of Richard Christiansen 
in Montauk, N.Y., July 22, 2011. Christiansen created the Chandelier Surf Shack: a cedar A-frame 
rental built in the 1950s that portrays a weekend extension of his office and sleeps at least 20 
people. 

(Randy Harris/The New York Times) 


























Westin Art Gallery exhibits local artist Danilo Geerman 



For the next two months, 
the Westin Art Gallery is the 
proud host of an exhibi¬ 
tion by Aruban artist Danilo 
Geerman titled “Transmu- 



Come back 
of popular 
event ‘Aruba 


Night’ at the 
Alhambra 
Casino 

Punta Brabo: Alhambra 
Casino is back with the 
event very much liked 
among locals and visitors 
which is the Aruba Night. 
The first Aruba Night for 
2011 will take place this 
Saturday, July 30th, and will 
continue every last Satur¬ 
day of the month until No¬ 
vember of this year. There 
will be snacks and a wel¬ 
come drink. Las Estrellas 
group and caha di orgel of 
Armando Boekhoudt are 
ready to delight our guests 
with cultural music. 

Despite the constructions 
going on, Alhambra still 
wants everybody to have 
some fun during this event. 
However, we apologize in 
advance for any inconve¬ 
nience this may cause. 

Come have a good time, 
enjoy the good music this 
Saturday, July 30th at the 
Alhambra Casino. □ 


tation." Danilo Geerman 
is an accomplished local 
artist with seven successful 
solo shows to his credit and 
several group exhibitions in 
Aruba and Holland. The 
newest collection opened 
to the public in the Palm 
Beach resort on Thursday 
evening, July 21, with an 
appreciative analysis by 
noted artist and teacher, 
Nigel Matthew. He pointed 
out how appropriate is the 
name of this present ex¬ 
hibit as it reflects extensive 
personal evolution on the 
part of the artist since he 
first began showing his work 
in 1986. This is Danilo’s first 
solo show since “Between 
Heaven & Earth" in 2008 at 
the Toyota Gallery. He con¬ 
tinues to explore a surrealis¬ 
tic style which captured his 
creativity a few years ago 


and revealed with a solo 
show titled “Tree of Life” at 
Access Art Gallery in 2007. 
In his dissertation on the 
subject, Danilo describes 
the origins of the world 
transmutation “the alter¬ 
ing of one species into an¬ 
other,” as coined by Jean 
Baptiste Lamark in 1809, 
and that transmutation and 
transformation are words 
often interchanged. 

A number of the works could 
be interpreted as cells or 
objects going through such 
a process, but the concept 
has greater significance 
applied to Danilo’s creative 
journey; a journey Nigel as¬ 
serts is evident in this newest 
collection. The Westin Gal¬ 
lery is open 24/7, just next to 
the concierge desk in the 
main lobby of the resort. 
A gallery representative is 


present every Wednesday 
and Friday in the late af¬ 
ternoon if wishing to pur¬ 


chase one of the works, or 
call 743-4080 or 587-0004 for 
inquiries. □ 
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First weekend of new mussels at Papillon Restaurant was a major success 



ORANJESTAD - The 2011 crop of mussels, 
flown in for fhe firsf time last Thursday after¬ 
noon and served fresh as can be at Papil¬ 
lon restaurant, has been a big hit. The sea¬ 
son has started for real now and a weekly 
order of the shells with their delicious con¬ 
tents will be made to supply the demand 
for them. As the rush is on, guests are ad¬ 
vised to mention that they wish to order a 
pot of mussels when making reservations. 

The 'Zeeuwse' mussels are a seasonal deli¬ 
cacy that many people in Holland and Bel¬ 
gium are anticipating every year The mus¬ 
sels are served in traditional black, shiny 
pots that are brimming with mussels in their 
shell. 

The mussel season has started a bit later 
than normal because of the dry spring 
weather in Holland. This underlines the fact 
that mussels are a natural product and 
that the weather plays a huge role in their 
growth cycle. Mussel growers have started 
bringing their new crop slowly but surely to 
market; in batches, so that everyone will 
get the chance to sample the 2011 mus¬ 
sels. 

The verdict on this year's crop is very good: 
they are a little bit smaller in size, but their 
excellent taste makes up for that. You will 
have to taste them yourself to see whether 
you agree. Mussel lovers on Aruba have 


been in good company, by the way: the 
world’s top cyclists of the Tour de France 
were treated to them on their day of rest 
before the grand finale in Paris. They loved 
them! 

Papillon’s chef will be preparing the mus¬ 
sels in two ways: the traditional and the lo¬ 
cal way. The classic, traditional way is with 
all the trimmings: boiled and steeped in 
French white wine with a garnish of fresh 
vegetables like finely cut onions, celery, 
parsley and black, freshly ground pepper 
and thyme. These traditional mussels are 
served with French bread, a salad and a 
choice of potatoes: French fries or new 
potatoes. The other way is the 'manera lo¬ 
cal’: with Aruba’s locally brewed Balashi 
beer, funchi instead of French bread and 
a choice of potatoes and a salad. Funchi 
is a local staple food. 

Mussels are fantastically healthy: they con¬ 
tain hardly any cholesterol at all, are rich in 
vitamins and good fatty acids. The ‘Zeeu¬ 
wse Mosselen’ are world famous: they are 
tasty and chewy. 

Papillon Restaurant is located at The Vil¬ 
lage across from the Radisson Resort on 
the hi-rise strip. For reservations, please surf 
to www.papillonaruba.com or call 586- 
5400. □ 
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Don’t miss Super BINGO Saturday! 
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Get a FREE Alhambra T-Shirt 

when you earn 500 points 
today with your 
Alhambra Advantage Card! 
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Beauty on the beach 



Sunday afternoon it is rather And not only people. Just 67 Leatherback Sea Turtle 
crowded on Eagle beach, before sunset a group of hatchlings breaks free from 

the nest in front of Le Dome. 
The emergence of a turtle 
nest is surprising: all at once 
the entire group wells up, it 
looks like a fountain. Within 
half an hour all tiny hatch¬ 
lings have gone. They swim 
just beneath the surface 
of the sea, because they 
have to breathe regularly. 
As fast as they can they 
swim away from the coast 
to the open ocean, where 
are less predators (fishes, 
birds) that will eat them. 
Just 1 out of 1000 hatch¬ 
lings will reach maturity 
and if that one happens 
to be a female, she will re¬ 
turn to the beach where 
she herself was born to lay 
her eggs. The first time will 
be after 20 - 25 years. (That 
long it takes for a Leather¬ 
back Sea Turtle to reach 
maturity!) 

A lot of pictures were tak¬ 
en Sunday afternoon, light 
conditions were excellent! 
If hatching takes place at 
twilight or after sunset, at 
night, please do not use 
any lights and absolutely 
NO FLASH photography. 
Hatchlings are disoriented 
by artificial lights and will 
not find the sea anymore. 
Do not touch the hatch¬ 
lings. They have to make 
their own way to the sea 
in order to remember the 
location of their native 
beach at adulthood. 

To report any turtle activity, 
please call Turtle Hotline 
5929393. 

Info: turtugaruba@hot- 
mail.coirO 







The Center of Aruba 
has Shifted! 


..the Heart of Palm Beach! 

Aura Casino 

introduces the following weekly activities: 


games 

every Wednesday and Friday at 2:00pm 

Early Happy Hour 

CASH Draws on slots Monday through Thursday 
from 4:00pm to 6:00pm 

After Dinner CASH DRAWS 

on slots Tuesday through Friday 
from 8:00pm to 10:00pm 
All new slot machines never before seen in Aruba! 


Keep an eye out for more exciting news 


Aura Casino is located in the Occidental Grand Aruba 
J.E. Irausquin Blvd. 83, Palm Beach 
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85% OFF Special! 
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ish fish caught daily by the owner himself 

Open daily from 5:00pm • 10:30pm (closed on Tuesdays) 
For reservations call: 583-2515 - Klipstraat #12, Downtown. 
www.driftwoodaruba.com • driftwood@setarnet.aw 


Polar beer only Afl 4,50 


Argentine gr/77 


Italiestraat #16 * Tel: 568-3120 
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4 RESTAURANTS TgrTTr«M^^TI F f 

FLAVORS "|SSi^[ \lUS^NJQV! 

FAMILY RECIPE SINCE 1969 

Savor the flavors of romantic herbs and the perfume of spices 

Taste the olive oil and the crunch of 


LA CABANA 


• Corant ^ 

• Un Disco j 

• Coasters ' 

• Un Banner 

• Un Stampia 

etc etc. 


EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY FROM 

4:OOpm - 6:OOpm 

LOCALS & TOURISTS 




@ Garufa Lounge 

Diabierna 

DJ JUNIOR 


Red Snapper 


www.southbeacharuba.com 
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Salsa Night 

cu Yibison 
for di 

10pm te cu 2am 


sTd^PHCfAT 


THIS SPACE CAN BE 
YOURS CAL ME AT 

594-9990 

OR EMAIL: 
pro.art.promotions 
for your 
reservation 
and information. 


Friday 

FASHION* 

SHOWJ 


SATURDAY - DIASABRA!, 

Tr^S^T>0^[^ZlL 


THIS WEEKEND WITH ARUBA TODAY 


linesl 




$3 Chill,Balashi,presidente,Polar # 
$4 Bud,Bud It,Miller It z 

i$S 1/2 liter Balashi Draft £ 

Palm Beach #55 South Beach Center M 

Tel: (297) 592-5884 • email: bustersaruba@aol.com D 


i 10 : 30 D.m. "Hue Music 


desmies 


Sefior Fro 


'’H#GROtaUR 


Restaurant Bar & Clothesline 

Aruba 


LIVE.MUSld 1 lOPM - 2AM 


























































































































































Lochte sets 1 st world record since suit ban 

Ryan Lochte of the U.S. celebrates after winning the men’s 200m Individual Medley final with a new world 
record of 1 minutes 54.00 seconds at the FINA Swimming World Championships in Shanghai, China, 
Thursday, July 28, 2011. 

Associated Press 
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In this July 10, 1997 file photo. 
New York Yankees’ Hideki 
Irabu tips his cap to the crowd 
after he was taken out of the 
game in the sixth inning against 
the Detroit Tigers in New York. 

Associated Press 

Former Yankees 
pitcher Hideki 
Irabu found dead 

ROBERT JABLON 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — For¬ 
mer New York Yankees 
pitcher Hideki Irabu was 
found dead, an appar¬ 
ent suicide in the wealthy 
suburb of Rancho Palos 
Verdes. 

County sheriff's Sgt. Mi¬ 
chael Arriaga confirmed 
Thursday that the 42-year- 
old Irabu was “found dead 
by an apparent suicide" 
the previous evening. 

Los Angeles County coro¬ 
ner’s official Ed Winter said 
his office was not releas¬ 
ing any circumstances of 
the death other than it was 
being investigated as a sui¬ 
cide. The autopsy will be 
performed Friday or Satur¬ 
day. 

Neighbors described Irabu 
as a quiet, unassuming 
man who had apparently 
grown despondent recent¬ 
ly because of a split with his 
wife. 



U.S. Soccer fires tm en '^national coach Bob Bradley 


|lnjtKi sFJurreyPjifile photoT U nite d fetat^llTeadi 
“soccer coach Bob Bradley reacts during a World Cup> 
fgroup C mat cfflg gSStjbngland at RgySjpSggSrcfl 
Stadium in Rustenburg, South Africa. Bradlejtyl^S 
■DeerrfiTed as head coa chlpf.jthelufs^menlsm^ 
team after five years, 

Gulati announced Thursday, Jul^28?20j1ilW 
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Fundraising Concert 


Richard Olejniczak 


CRYSTAL THEATER 

JULY 29, 2011 - 8:30PM 

Ticket Awg 50- available at: 


x Mr I* STICHTING AMBIENTE NOBO 

'JA I : : Jo Santa Cmz • 336 tataloon MS4248 


RENAISSANCE. 

ARUBA RESORT & CASINO I 


SONRISA tel. 583-6297 / Stichting Amblente Nobo tel. 585-4248 


‘ttUJvcvrd and hid SSfougic, < DU*tin 


Come and join Richard Olejniczak in a wonderful night of incredible, fascinating and exciting music from the “Magic Violin.” 

This night will not only satisfy your soul but transport you into a world of complete relaxation. “Magic Violin” is a virtue of 
different national orchestra's from Europe. Olejniczak started his musical career at the age of 6. He then followed his studies in 
Warsaw at the age of 19. Afterwards Olejniczak brought his music around the world by performing concerts which later brought 
him much success. He then won the contest of the “Gran Orkestra Sinfonica” from Frankfurt where he encountered himself with 
Violin fanatic musicians from all over the world. This experience was an amazing experience for him as he was able to compete 
against great talented musicians who also performed the same penetrating music which touch the soul of any human being in the 

most breathe taking and marvelous ways. 
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Lochte sets 1 st world record since suit ban 



Ryan Lochte, left, of the U.S. leads compatriot Michael Phelps on the way to winning the men's 
200m Individual Medley final at the FINA Swimming World Championships in Shanghai, China, 
Thursday, July 28, 2011. 

Associated Press 


ANDREW DAMPF 
AP Sports Writer 
SHANGHAI (AP) — Ryan 
Lochte has not only beaten 
Michael Phelps in consecu¬ 
tive races — he has taken 
swimming to a new level. 
The laid-back American 
edged Phelps for gold in 
the 200-meter individual 
medley at the world cham¬ 
pionships Thursday, setting 
the first world record since 
high-tech bodysuits were 
banned at the start of last 
year. 

With Phelps putting pres¬ 
sure on in the final freestyle 
lap, Lochte sprinted to the 
wall and touched in 1 min¬ 
ute, 54.00 seconds — im¬ 
proving on his old mark of 
1:54.10 set at the last worlds 
in Rome two years ago 
when polyurethane suits 
were still in use. 

“I wanted to do something 
that everyone thought was 
impossible,” Lochte said. 
“Since they banned those 
suits, everyone thought a 
world record would never 
get touched again. I just 
wanted to show everyone 
that can happen. That’s 
why we have records — 
they're meant to get bro¬ 
ken. 


STANFORD, California (AP) 

— Second-seeded Maria 
Sharapova set up a pos¬ 
sible quarterfinal match 
with Serena Williams by 
beating Slovakia’s Daniela 
Hantuchova 6-2, 2-6, 6-4 
Wednesday at the Bank of 
the West Classic. 

The fifth-ranked Sharapo¬ 
va, who reached the Wim¬ 
bledon final, questioned an 
out call that would have 
ended the match. She re¬ 
grouped and won the next 
two points to set up the 
possible match between 
two former world No. 1 s. 

“It’s still about improving 
the little things to get more 
consistent,” Sharapova 
said. “I've had to make a 
lot of tough choices in the 
last year but I’m going in 
the right direction and, little 
by little, those choices are 
paying off." 

Williams, playing in her 
first tournament on Ameri¬ 
can soil since the 2009 U.S. 
Open, meets Maria Kirilen- 


“Hopefully everyone now 
can start realizing that, 
‘Hey, it's possible,’ so hope¬ 
fully a lot more records will 
fall.” 

Phelps settled for silver in 
1:54.16 and Laszlo Cseh 
of Hungary took bronze in 
1:57.69. 

Meanwhile, budding Aus¬ 


ko on Thursday afternoon. 
“I've lost to both of them 
the last time I played them,” 
Sharapova said. “You can 
never rest against Serena. 
She hasn’t played in quite 
a while but she’s still a great 
competitor. 

At the end of the day she 
has 13 Grand Slam titles 
and I have three. That says 
a lot. Maria can produce 
great tennis and beat top 
players." 

Sharapova got off to a slow 
start against Hantuchova 
before finishing strong in 
the first set. 

“Then I kind of lost it,” 
Sharapova said. “I got 
away from what I was do¬ 
ing well and she had all 
the confidence and all the 
momentum going into the 
third set.” 

Hantuchova grabbed a 2-0 
lead in the third set before 
Sharapova regained the 
momentum and won four 
straight games to finish it 
off. 


tralian standout James 
Magnussen won the 100 
freestyle — swimming’s 
signature event. Already 
dubbed the “Missile Mag¬ 
nussen” by Australian me¬ 
dia, the 20-year-old took 
the lead from defending 
champion Cesar Cielo af¬ 
ter 50 meters and touched 


“I was frustrated by the fact 
I wasn't able to maintain 
what I was doing into the 
second set,” Sharapova 
said. “I was able to break 
her back and got the en¬ 
ergy going again.” 
Hantuchova knew that was 
the turning point. 


in 47.63 seconds. 

Phelps won the 200 IM at 
the last two Olympics and 
at three consecutive worlds 
between 2003 and 2007. He 
did not enter the medleys in 
Rome, when Lochte won. 
While sportsmanlike — he 
shook hands with Lochte 
immediately after the race. 


Associated Press 

“Leading 2-0 in the third 
set, that next game was 
crucial,” Hantuchova said. 
“She went on that unbeliev¬ 
able run and that's where it 
changed a little bit. Even 
though I wasn’t playing my 
best tennis, I still felt like I 
had so many chancesO 


Phelps was not happy. 
“That one frustrated me 
more than anything," the 
14-time Olympic champion 
said. “I thought I was going 
to get that one.” 

Cseh took silver between 
Phelps and Lochte in both 
the 200 and 400 IMs at the 
2008 Beijing Olympics, giv¬ 
ing him close perspective 
on how Lochte has gained 
the upper hand. 

“I think without Michael 
he can't beat the world 
record,” Cseh said. “He 
needs Michael to swim to¬ 
gether and race against 
each other and I think this 
is a good thing.” 

Lochte also beat Phelps 
in the 200 freestyle in both 
Americans' opening in¬ 
dividual event Tuesday. 
Lochte has two more 
events and Phelps one, 
although they will not go 
head-to-head again. 
Phelps came into this meet 
with just six months of train¬ 
ing, while Lochte has never 
let up since Beijing. 

“He’s really done all the 
little small things right,” 
Phelps said. “He has more 
comfortable speed now 
than he had before. He's 
super focused. He’s just 
more prepared. Things are 
always won by people who 
are most prepared.... To go 
faster than he did in 2009 is 
incredible.” 

Lochte also set two world 
records at the short-course 
worlds in Dubai in Decem¬ 
ber, the only other individ¬ 
ual marks set over the last 
19 months, although swim¬ 
ming prefers to measure 
itself in the 50-meter Olym¬ 
pic-sized pool. 

A record 43 marks fell at 
the 2009 worlds, and with 
only three more days 
remaining, it was starting 
look like this meet might 
end without a single record. 
But Lochte changed all 
that, and even produced 
an uncharacteristic 

celebration, pumping 
his fist and waving to the 
crowd when he emerged 
from the pool as colored 
lights flashed inside the 
Oriental Sports Center. 
“Anytime you break a 
world record, you got to be 
excited," the Floridian said. 
“I trained hard and it paid 
off.”Q 


Sharapova tops Hantuchova, makes Stanford quarters 



Maria Sharapova, of Russia, serves to Daniela Hantuchova, 
of Slovakia, during the Bank of the West tennis tournament in 
Stanford, Calif., Wednesday, July 27, 2011. Sharapova won the 
match 6-2, 2-6, 6-4. 
























Woods to end 3-month 
layoff at Firestone 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) 

— Tiger Woods finally gets 
back to golf next week at 
the Bridgestone Invitational, 
ending an 11-week break 
to heal injuries to his left leg. 
Woods used his website 
to announce his return on 
Thursday. 

He posted on his Twitter 
account that he's “feeling 
fit and ready to tee it up at 
Firestone next week. Excited 
to get back out there!” 

It marks the third-longest 
layoff of his career, only this 
time Woods returns with as 
much uncertainty about his 
future as ever. 

Along with questions about 
the strength of his left knee 
and Achilles', he embarks 
on his latest comeback with 
a new caddie, and without 
guarantees Woods will be 
eligible for more than two 
weeks. 

Woods last month fired 
Steve Williams, who 
caddied for Adam Scott 
at the U.S. Open, then 
angered his boss by working 
for the Australian again at 


the AT&T National without 
seeking permission. 

Woods has plunged to No. 
21 in the world — his lowest 
ranking since Jan. 26, 1997 
— and has gone more than 
20 months since last winning 
the Australian Masters on 
Nov. 15, shortly before he 
was exposed for having 
multiple extramarital affairs 
that led to divorce. 

He last played May 12atThe 
Players Championship, 
when he withdrew after 
going 6 over on the front 
nine because of recurring 
pain in his left leg. He has 
said he would not compete 
again until he was fully 
healed. 

How long he lasts might 
depend more than just his 
leg, however. 

By missing three months, 
including the last two 
majors, Woods has gone 
from No. 81 to No. 133 in 
the FedEx Cup standings. 
Only the top 125 players 
qualify for the opening 
round of the playoffs at 
The Barclays, likely leaving 
him only the Bridgestone 
Invitational and the PGA 


Championship next week 
to make up ground. 
Otherwise, he would have 
at least five weeks off 
without being able to play 
on the PGA Tour. 

At least he is returning to 
a friendly course — Woods 
has won seven times at 
Firestone, matching the 
most he has won on any 
course as a pro. 

However, he was at his low 
point on the course in the 
Bridgestone Invitational last 
year when he finished 78th 
in an 80-man field. 

Before that, Woods had 
never finished out of the 
top five. 

Woods missed the second 
half of the 2008 season 
following reconstructive 
knee surgery, then sat out 
five months after crashing 
his car into a fire hydrant 
on Thanksgiving night in 
2009, changing his career 
on and off the golf course. 
His image shattered, he 
lost four major corporate 
endorsements and still has 
not found an endorsement 
for his bagO 



In tis March 10, 2000 file photo, Montreal Expos Hideki Irabu 
pitches against the St. Louis Cardinals during a spring training 
baseball game in Jupiter, Fla. 


Irabu 

Continued from page 17 

Mary Feuerlicht said she 
was about to go pick up 
her son on Wednesday 
morning when a man 
came running down the 
driveway from Irabu’s large 
two-story home, perched 
atop a hill with views of the 
harbor and downtown Los 
Angeles, pleading with her 
to call police. 

Feuerlicht said she was lat¬ 
er told by sheriff's deputies 
and the man who asked 


Associated Press 

her for help that Irabu’s 
wife had left him and took 
their two young daugh¬ 
ters. “When I saw him for 
the past month or so he 
seemed kind of down,” 
she said. “He wasn't kind 
of perky like I’ve seen him 
before.” 

Former major league man¬ 
ager Bobby Valentine, 
now an ESPN broadcaster, 
managed Irabu in Japan in 
1995. Valentine said he got 
the news Thursday when it 
came across on his mobile 
phone. 


“I got a little sick to my stom¬ 
ach, actually,” he said. 
Irabu was billed as the 
Japanese version of Nolan 
Ryan when he arrived in the 
United States in 1997. But 
after an impressive major 
league debut with the Yan¬ 
kees that summer, he never 
came close to fulfilling such 
lofty expectations. 

“He was a world-class 
pitcher. When Nolan Ryan 
saw him he said he had 
never seen anything like it,” 
Valentine said. “There were 
just some days when he 
was as good a pitcher as I 
had ever seen. A fabulous 
arm.” 

Irabu finished 34-35 with a 
5.15 ERA in three seasons 
with the Yankees, two years 
in Montreal and a final sea¬ 
son in the Texas bullpen in 
2002. He was a member of 
two Yankees teams that 
won the World Series, but 
his only postseason action 
was a single relief appear¬ 
ance in the 1999 AL cham¬ 
pionship series when Boston 
tagged him for 13 hitsO 
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This May 12, 2011, file photo, shows Tiger Woods hit from the 
second fairway during the first round of The Players Championship 
golf tournament, from which he withdrew after nine holes, in 
Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla. 

Associated Press 



THE FIRST THEATER WITH CHILDREN PRICES IN ARUBA 

e NOW YOU CAN BUY YOUR TICKETS ONLINE USING 
cinemaflxpress at caribbeancinemas.com/aruba 


586-0074 (JULY 28-AUGUST 3) 


ENJOY YOUR 
MOVIE WITH 



Daniel Craig Harrison Ford 


AIL1ENS 


Mon - Thurs 2:00 / 4:25 / 6:50 / 9:20 
Fri - Sat 2:00 / 4:25 / 6:50 / 9:20 /11:50 
Sun & Hoi 2:00/4:25/6:50/9:20 


Hank Azaria Neil Patrick Harris 



3D With Spanish Subtitles 

Mon - Thurs 2:00 / 4:15 / 6:30 / 8:45 
Fri - Sat 2:00 / 4:15 / 6:30 / 8:45 /11:00 
Sun & Hoi 2:00/4:15/6:30/8:45 


Jason Bateman Kevin Spacey 


HORRIBLE 

BOSSES 

Mon - Thurs 2:45 / 5:00 / 7:15 / 9:35 
Fri - Sat 2:45 / 5:00 / 7:15 / 9:35 /11:55 
Sun & Hoi 2:45/5:00/7:15/9:35 


Chris Evans Tommy Lee Jones 

mmm aubeiiiga 

■i?caa FQtas'i? a gd © a ra 

3D Version 

Mon - Thurs 2:00 / 4:10 / 6:45 / 9:20 
Fri 2:00/4:10/6:45/9:20/11:50 
Sat 1:35/4:10/6:45/9:20/11:50 
Sun & Hoi 1:35/4:10/6:45/9:20 

With Spanish Subtitles 
Mon-Thurs 3:05/5:40/8:15 
Fri - Sat 3:05 / 5:40 / 8:15 /10:50 
Sun & Hoi 3:05/5:40/8:15 


Justin Timberlake 


Mila Kunis 


Selena Gomez 


Katie Cassidy 


Friends 
With Benefits 

Mon - Thurs 2:20 / 4:40 / 7:05 / 9:30 
Fri - Sat 2:20 / 4:40 / 7:05 / 9:30 /11:50 
Sun & Hoi 2:20/4:40/7:05/9:30 


MONTE 

CARLO 

Everyday 2:00/4:20/6:40 


[pel 


Daniel Radcliffe Rupert Grint 


Kevin James Leslie Bibb 



fi.tr 1 2 


Everyday 9:00 


[pgI 

ZOOKEEPER 


Mon - Thurs 2:10 / 4:25 / 6:40 / 8:55 
Fri - Sat 2:10 / 4:25 / 6:40 / 8:55 /11:10 
Sun & Hoi 2:10/4:25/6:40/8:55 


STARTING NEXT WEEK AUGUST 4 - GREEN LANTERN: 3D 
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US Soccer fires men 



In this June 14, 2011 file photo. United States coach Bob Bradley 
watches his team during the second half of a Gold Cup soccer 
match against Guadeloupe in Kansas City, Kan. 

Associated Press 


coach Bob Bradley 


CHRIS JENKINS 
AP Sports Writer 

For U.S. fans, the scene was 
tough to watch: archrival 
Mexico celebrating a Gold 


By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Pro Football Writer | 

There goes Albert Haynes- 
worth, heading from Mike 
Shanahan’s Redskins to Bill 
Belichick's Patriots. Reggie 
Bush? The Saints sent him to 
the Dolphins. And the Kevin 
Kolb saga is ending the way 
pretty much everyone ex¬ 
pected, with a trade from 
the Eagles to the Cardinals. 
NFL clubs made a move 
a minute Thursday — and 
that trio of big-name deals 
was only the beginning. 

Day 3 of the compressed, 
post-lockout offseason also 
included more contract 
agreements and plenty 
of cuts, which teams were 
finally allowed to start an¬ 
nouncing at 4:01 p.m. ET. 
Among the players getting 
released were Vince Young 
by the Titans, Nate Clem¬ 
ents by the 49ers, and Jake 
Delhomme by the Browns. 

In the first dramatic exam¬ 
ple of how the new labor 


Cup victory on American 
soil, cheered on by a largely 
pro-Mexico crowd at the 
Rose Bowl. 

A little more than a month 


deal's rookie salary system 
will affect elite players. No. 
2 overall draft pick Von 
Miller got about $21 million 
over four years from the 
Denver Broncos. The No. 2 
pick in 2010, Detroit Lions 
defensive lineman Ndamu- 
kong Suh, signed a five- 
year deal worth $40 million 
guaranteed and as much 
as $68 million overall. 
Broncos football chief John 
Elway tweeted, “We have 
agreed to terms with our 
1st round pick, LB Von Mill¬ 
er. Can’t wait to get him on 
the field." In the Kolb deal, 
Philadelphia received cor- 
nerback Dominique Rodg- 
ers-Cromartie and a 2012 
second-round draft pick 
from Arizona, which was 
in need of a starting quar¬ 
terback. Kolb had lost the 
Eagles' No. 1 QB job to Mi¬ 
chael Vick and wanted a 
chance to lead a team. 
Kolb, who turns 27 next 
month, reportedly will get 


’s national 

later, Bob Bradley has been 
fired as coach of the U.S. 
men’s team. 

Bradley led the team to big 
moments during his tenure, 
including Landon Dono¬ 
van’s heart-stopping goal to 
secure a place in the round 
of 16 at last year’s World 
Cup in South Africa and an 
unforgettable victory over 
Spain in 2009. 

But to some, the disap¬ 
pointing Gold Cup loss to 
a Mexico team that seems 
to be on the upswing was 
another sign that the U.S. 
team’s progress has stalled 
under Bradley. 

“We want to thank Bob 
Bradley for his service and 
dedication to U.S. Soccer 
during the past five years,” 
Gulati said in a statement. 
“During his time as the 
head coach of our Men’s 
National Team he led the 
team to a number of ac¬ 
complishments, but we felt 
now was the right time for 
us to make a change. It is 


a $63 million, five-year 
contract with the Cardinals. 
Rodgers-Cromartie, who 
went to the Pro Bowl in 2009, 
will play opposite four-time 
Pro BowIcornerbackAsante 
Samuel in Philadelphia, 
shoring up a pass defense 
that struggled last season. 
All Washington got for 
Haynesworth, meanwhile, 
was a 2013 fifth-round pick. 
By shipping the defensive 
tackle to New England, 
the Redskins rid themselves 


always hard to make these 
decisions, especially when 
it involves someone we re¬ 
spect as much as Bob. We 
wish him the best in his fu¬ 
ture endeavors.” 

Now another coach will be 
given the chance to lead 
the Americans into another 
World Cup qualifying cycle 
beginning next year. The 
next World Cup is in Brazil 
in 2014. 

With a Mexico rematch 
looming, an Aug. 10 friend¬ 
ly in Philadelphia, U.S. 
Soccer likely will move 
quickly to select Bradley’s 
replacement. The federation 
said it will have a “further 
announcement” on Friday 
but did not provide details. 
The United States has long 
been linked with a move for 
Juergen Klinsmann, former 
coach and player for the 
German national team. 
Bradley was given a new 
deal last summer only af¬ 
ter Gulati reached an oral 
agreement with Klin s mann 


of a two-year distraction 
and fiasco of a tree-agent 
signing — Haynesworth was 
guaranteed a then-record 
$41 million in the seven-year, 
$100 million contract he 
signed in the early hours of 
free agency in 2009. On the 
same day, he infamously 
declared: “You're not 

going to remember Albert 
Haynesworth as a bust.” 
Hmmmmmm. Haynesworth 
played in only 20 games for 
Washington.^ 


but the sides then were un¬ 
able to put the deal in writ¬ 
ing. 

“Verbally we agreed on 
that the technical side is 
my side, and I should have 
a 100 percent control of it,” 
Klinsmann said in Septem¬ 
ber. “Written terms, they 
couldn’t commit to it. At 
that point I said, ‘Well then, 

I can’t get the job done be¬ 
cause I have to have the 
last say as a head coach for 
my entire staff, for all the 
players issues, for every¬ 
thing that happens with the 
team.’” 

Gulati and Klinsmann also 
held talks in 2006 before 
Bradley was hired to re¬ 
place Bruce Arena. 
Klinsmann, who lives in 
southern California, scored 

II World Cup goals from 
Germany from 1990-98, 
then coached the hosts 
to third place in the 2006 
World Cup. 

Other foreign coaches 
might be in the mix. And 
the federation also might 
consider an up-and-coming 
coach in MLS, Real Salt 
Lake’s Jason Kreis. An¬ 
other potential dark horse 
candidate, Seattle Sound¬ 
ers coach Sigi Schmid, said 
he hasn’t been contacted. 

“I think any coach in this 
country, especially some¬ 
one who has coached in 
America for a long time, 
would have an interest 
in coaching the national 
team,” Schmid said in a 
teleconference. 

“I think that’s going to be a 
yes answer from any Amer¬ 
ican coach that you ask. 

But at the end of the day, 
is it the right thing? Is it 
the right time? Where are 
you coming from? Where 
are you at? All of that af¬ 
fects that ultimate decision. 
What I can tell you is I’m 
very happy where I’m at. I 
love the Sounders.” 

The next competitive match 
for the U.S. will be the start 
of World Cup qualifying in 
June. □ 


Haynesworth, Bush, Kolb 
headed to new teams 



In this Sept. 12, 2010 file photo, Washington Redskins defensive 
tackle Albert Haynesworth looks on before the start of an NFL 
football game against the Dallas Cowboys in Landover, Md. 

Associated Press 



















Ghana eradicates Guinea 
worm after 23-year fight 



A guinea worm is extracted by a health worker from a child’s 
foot at a containment center in Savelugu, Ghana. Jimmy Carter 
watched in horror as the inches-long worm emerged from the 
breast of a woman in remote northern Ghana. That was in the 
1980s. The former U.S. president dedicated himself to eradicating 
the sickness and estimated it would take 10 years. On Thursday, 
July 28, 2011, after 23 years of hard work and major setbacks, 
Ghana finally declared victory. 

(AP Photo/Olivier Asselin, File) 

FRANCIS KOKUTSE 
Associated Press 

ACCRA, Ghana (AP) — Jimmy Carter watched in horror as 
the inches- (centimeters-) long worm emerged from the 
breast of a woman in remote northern Ghana. That was 
in the 1980s. The former U.S. president dedicated himself 
to eradicating the sickness and estimated it would take 
10 years. 

On Thursday, after 23 years of hard work and a major set¬ 
back, Ghana finally declared victory. 

“Ghana's triumph over Guinea worm disease serves as a 
reminder to the world and the remaining endemic coun¬ 
tries that the greatest challenges can be overcome with 
hard work, political commitment, and the support of the 
international community,” Carter said in a statement from 
the Atlanta-based Carter Center. 

At a celebration in Ghana’s northern Tamale city. Vice 
President John Mahama announced that the West Afri¬ 
can nation has completed 14 consecutive months report¬ 
ing no indigenous cases, indicating that the cycle of Guin¬ 
ea worm disease, or dracunculiasis, has been broken. 
Ghana had 180,000 cases in 1989. 

By 2005, it had only a few hundred. Then, in January 2007, 
more than 1,000 new cases were reported in northern 
Ghana, in what Carter called “our worst disappointment” 
of the international campaign. 

Guinea worm eggs lodge in a microscopic water flea, 
which people swallow with untreated water, usually at 
sources that they share with animals and where they 
bathe, wash clothes and collect drinking water. So the 
disease attacks the poorest of fhe poor. 

The eggs live in abdominal tissue where they hatch and 
mate. A year later, the worm starts emerging, most often 
through legs and feet and measuring a yard (meter) and 
more, in a process so painful it can stop people from work¬ 
ing for three months. 

To relieve the fiery pain, victims put a foot in water, and 
the worm emerges and breeds. Just one worm can dis¬ 
charge a million eggs. 

So hundreds of people can use a dam safely and one 
child can ruin the communal effort. 

Guinea worm does not kill and there is no treatment or 
vaccine. Instead, water filters are distributed, a mild pes¬ 
ticide kills the flea carrier in water holes, and villagers are 
counseled to drink only safe water and stay out of infect¬ 
ed water. 

Carter said Ghana's setback was caused by putting too 
little emphasis on these simple steps, and instead focusing 
on providing expensive water systems.Q 
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Restless leg syndrome’s link to 
heart problem is questioned 


SAMANTHA BUNN 
© 2011 Albany Times Union 

Before this past spring, few 
people knew much about 
restless legs syndrome, 
even those who were deal¬ 
ing with twitching legs dur¬ 
ing the day and night. 

But after doctors at the 
Mayo Clinic, in Scottsdale, 
Ariz., released a study con¬ 
necting increased risk of 
heart attacks or stroke to 
the neurological condition 
categorized by the con¬ 
stant need to continuously 
move around in order to 
obtain relief from uncom¬ 
fortable sensations in the 
legs, people suddenly took 
notice. 

The study found that the 
restless legs syndrome, or 
RLS, could be linked to a 
heart condition known as 
left ventricular hypertro¬ 
phy, which causes the wall 
of the heart to become 
thicker, making it harder for 
the heart to pump blood. 
People who suffer from 
RLS tend to also suffer from 
sleep deprivation, which 
can trigger adrenaline 
hormones, causing an in¬ 
crease in heart rate and 
blood pressure while the 
body should be at rest. 
However, cardiologists are 
questioning the connec¬ 
tion. 

Dr. Stuart Zarich, Chief Car¬ 
diologist at Bridgeport Hos¬ 
pital in Bridgeport, Conn, 
said, “This report has not 
been corroborated by oth¬ 
ers or systematically stud¬ 
ied. It has also not been 
published in any major jour¬ 
nal to date. I would consid¬ 
er this currently an interest¬ 
ing observation that awaits 
further study.” 

Dr. Michael Martinelli, of St. 
Peter's Hospital in Albany, 
N.Y., agreed. 

“It raises more questions 
than answers. But you can't 
say based on that [study] 
that you can link the two," 
he said. 

When the study came out 
in April, it was estimated 
that 12 million Americans, 
most of whom are over the 
age of 40, could have the 
syndrome. 

According to the National 
Institute of Neurological Dis¬ 
orders and Stroke, RLS can 


take one of two forms: a 
primary condition, which is 
genetic, and a secondary, 
which can be triggered 
or made worse by certain 
medications or lifestyle is¬ 
sues. 

Gary Gershon, 66, of 
Duanesburg, N.Y., didn’t 
realize what the severe ten¬ 
sion in his legs meant until 
he was diagnosed with RLS 
in the early 1990s. He had 
accepted his symptoms, 
which were usually trig¬ 
gered in the evening or by 
exhaustion, as just another 
part of his life, after watch¬ 
ing his father go through 
the same experience. 



“I remember when I was 
much younger I could hear 
my father in the other side 
of fhe house pounding on 
his legs, buf back fhen no¬ 
body knew what restless leg 
syndrome was,” he said. 
After Gershon took part in 
a sleep study, he started 
receiving treatment for RLS 
from Dr. Francisco J. Go¬ 
mez, chief of the division of 
neurology at Ellis Medicine 
in Schenectady, N.Y. 
Symptoms of RLS are com¬ 
monly misdiagnosed as be¬ 
ing caused by insomnia, 
nervousness, stress or even 
muscle cramps. However, 
intensity or specificity of 
fhe symptoms sets the syn¬ 
drome apart from other 
health issues. 

When Gomez has patients 
who come in with symp¬ 
toms similar to RLS, he differ¬ 
entiates the symptoms be¬ 
tween those who may have 
RLS and those who may 
have similar conditions, like 
periodic leg movements 
during sleep. 

“The main differentiation 
between restless legs syn¬ 
drome, PLMS and nerve 


damage happens to be 
[in] the way the symptoms 
present themselves," Go¬ 
mez said. “People with rest¬ 
less legs will usually have 
lots of muscle action and 
constant sensations in their 
legs throughout the day.” 
These symptoms are differ¬ 
ent from patients with nerve 
damage in their legs, or pa¬ 
tients who feel uncomfort¬ 
able sensations only while 
sleeping, which is a trait of 
PLMS. 

RLS occurs in both men and 
women; however, it is twice 
as common among wom¬ 
en and in people over 40. 
Common health triggers of 
RLS include: 

— Increased use of caf¬ 
feine, alcohol or tobacco. 

— Untreated iron-deficient 
anemia. 

— Sleep deprivation. 

— Increased use of antide¬ 
pressant medication. 
Currently there is no per¬ 
manent medicinal treat¬ 
ment known to consistently 
treat RLS. 

Doctors like Gomez may 
prescribe drugs such as 
Requip, which was pre¬ 
scribed to Gershon, and 
has improved his sleep pat¬ 
tern. Requip is often pre¬ 
scribed to treat patients 
with Parkinson’s disease. 
Yet, the National Institute of 
Neurological Disorders and 
Stroke has said that medi¬ 
cations for RLS may lose 
their effect over time, and 
often a new one has to be 
prescribed. 

While underlying factors 
such as stress can lead to 
heart health problems, it is 
too quick to tell if RLS has a 
true link to heart conditions. 
Those who think they may 
have RLS should consult 
with their physician and 
take steps to improve their 
day-to-day health. 

TRAITS OF RESTLESS LEG SYN¬ 
DROME 

— An overwhelming urge 
to move the legs or feet 
at night when sleeping or 
while lying at rest 

— A feeling of relief that 
comes with constant move¬ 
ment 

— Twitching of the legs and 
feet only present at night 
and then absent in the 
morning. □ 
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A Sprint logo is displayed on a store in Homestead, Pa., on 
Wednesday, July 27, 2011. Sprint said Thursday, July 28, its loss 
widened in the second quarter due to investment losses and 
a tax expense, but its subscriber figures showed a fragile turn¬ 
around continuing. 

Associated Press 

Sprint posts wider loss, 
teams with LightSquared 

PETER SVENSSON 
AP Technology Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Sprint Nextel Corp. on Thursday said its 
loss widened in the second quarter as it spent more to at¬ 
tract and keep customers, in the face of competition from 
AT&T and Verizon. 

The extra spending meant that Sprint kept adding sub¬ 
scribers, continuing a fragile turnaround, but investors dis¬ 
liked a decline in operating income and sent the stock 
down sharply. Sprint shares fell 64 cents, or 12.4 percent, to 
$4.52 in premarket trading. 

The No. 3 U.S. wireless carrier also announced that it will be 
building and operating the national wireless broadband 
network for LightSquared, a startup financed by a hedge 
fund. The deal has been rumored for some time. 
LightSquared will pay Sprint $9 billion over 11 years for 
the network. LightSquared, which has been struggling to 
come up with the money for a new network, said the deal 
lowers its own costs by more than $13 billion over eight 
years. 

The deal will help finance Sprint's own network up¬ 
grades. Sprint didn’t say that it would sell devices that use 
LightSquared's network for faster downloads, but the deal 
gives Sprint $4.5 billion in credits for use of LightSquared’s 
network. □ 


In this March 17, 2011 file photo, a 
sembly Plant in Wayne, Mich. Ford 
it wants to because of equipment 
matter. 

TOM KRISHER 
AP Auto Writer 
DETROIT (AP) — Ford can't 
make enough Focus cars to 
keep up with rising demand 
because of equipment 
problems that have caused 
a shortage of dashboards, 
two people familiar with the 
situation told The Associat¬ 
ed Press. 

Machinery that makes the 
skin that covers dashboards 
at a Ford parts factory out¬ 
side Detroit works intermit¬ 
tently. That is forcing the 
company to take the unusu¬ 
al and costly step of flying in 
parts from Europe to keep its 
assembly lines moving, the 
people said. Despite those 


line worker assembles a 2012 Ford Focus at the Michigan As- 
Motor Co. can't build as many hot-selling Focus compacts as 
problems at a parts factory, say two people familiar with the 


Motorola Mobility disappoints on smartphones 


PETER SVENSSON 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Motorola Mobility Hold¬ 
ings Inc., the maker of cellphones and 
cable set-top boxes that split off from the 
rest of Motorola in January, posted a loss 
for the latest quarter and forecast earn¬ 
ings for the current quarter well below 
analyst expectations. 

Strong sales of regular phones in China 
and Latin America helped Motorola ex¬ 
ceeded Wall Street’s revenue forecast. 
But smartphones are the linchpin of the 
company's turnaround strategy. 
Motorola Mobility shipped 4.4 million 
smartphones in the quarter, an increase 
from 2.7 million a year earlier. Analysts 
were looking for a higher number to 
prove Motorola can hold its own against 


bigger competitors like Apple Inc. and 
Samsung Electronics. 

The Libertyville, lll.-based company’s 
shares fell $1.21, or 5.3 percent, to $21.70 
in extended trading Thursday after the 
company reported its quarterly results. 
That’s approaching $20.77, their lowest 
level since the company split from the 
old Motorola Inc. Jan. 4. 

Motorola Mobility posted a loss of $56 
million, or 19 cents per share, for April 
through June. That compares with a prof¬ 
it of $80 million a year earlier. 

Excluding the costs of stock-based com¬ 
pensation and amortization of intangible 
assets. Motorola turned a profit of 9 cents 
per share, 2 cents more than analysts ex¬ 
pected, according to FactSet. □ 


efforts, the Focus plant 
near Detroit can’t run at full 
speed, they said. 

The problem comes at a 
time when high gas prices 
and shortages of Japa¬ 
nese small cars have driven 
up demand for the Focus. 
Dealers say they're having 
trouble getting the newly 
redesigned compacts, 
and they’ve been forced 
to put customers on wait¬ 
ing lists. The people, who 
didn’t want to be identi¬ 
fied because they're not 
authorized to speak about 
the matter, said Ford is 
working to fix the equip¬ 
ment problem at the parts 
plant in Saline, Michigan, 
but so far the company 
hasn’t found a solution. 
Ford spokesman Todd Nis- 
sen said company policy is 
not to comment on internal 
workings at its plants. But 
he said the Saline factory 
continues to make dash¬ 
boards for the Focus. 
Despite the problem. Ford 
sold more than 21,000 Fo¬ 
cuses last month, making 
it the company’s top-sell¬ 
ing passenger car. But its 
sales were 3,500 below ri¬ 
val General Motors’ Chev¬ 
rolet Cruze compact. The 
Cruze is made at a factory 
in Lordstown, Ohio, that 
is operating three shifts 
around the clock to meet 
demand. Ford’s assembly 
plant in Wayne, Michigan, 


Associated Press 

where the Focus is made, is 
running on two shifts. 

GM has been better able 
to capitalize on small-car 
shortages at Honda and 
Toyota, which have had to 
slow their factories due to 
parts shortages caused by 
the March earthquake in 
Japan. GM and Ford have 
been largely unaffected 
by earthquake-related 
problems. It’s unclear just 
how long it will take to fix 
the problem and whether 
Ford will raise Focus pro¬ 
duction. Mark Fields, Ford's 
president for the Americas, 
wouldn't comment last 
week but said the Focus 
plant is producing at a rate 
the company expected. 
“For the most part, whenev¬ 
er you have a (new model) 
launch there are always 
some launch issues that 
you deal with,” he said. “I 
won’t say it’s been flaw¬ 
less, but the good news is 
there’s a lot of demand for 
it and we'll continue to get 
those cars out.” 

Jim Gillette, an analyst 
with the firm IHS Automo¬ 
tive who advises auto parts 
suppliers, said the problem 
could hit Ford’s bottom line 
because it’s expensive to 
fly in the parts. He said it is 
relatively rare to have such 
an equipment problem, 
and there would be a lot of 
pressure on the equipment 
maker to fix it quickly. □ 



AP Sources: Parts problem 
hurts Ford Focus sales 
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Applications for unemployment aid drop below 400K 



In this July 26, 2011 photo, workers seeking employment create resumes and look for open posi¬ 
tions on lap tops provided by USAJobs at a job fair for space workers and those workers that lost 
jobs due to the end of the space shuttle program in Cape Canaveral, Fla. 

Associated Press 


CHRISTOPHER S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

number of Americans seek¬ 
ing unemployment ben¬ 
efits dropped last week to 
the lowest level since early 
April, a sign the job market 
may be healing after a re¬ 
cent slump. 

The Labor Department said 
Thursday that weekly appli¬ 
cations fell 24,000 to a sea¬ 
sonally adjusted 398,000. 
That’s the first time appli¬ 
cations have fallen below 
400,000 in 16 weeks. 

The four-week average, 
a less volatile measure, 
dropped to 413,750, the 
lowest since the week of 
April 23. 

Stocks rose after the report 
was released. 

Economists cautioned that 
the lower level only reflects 
one week of data and that 
doesn’t necessarily signal 
a trend .The drop “is clearly 
good news,” said Joshua 
Shapiro, an economist at 
MFR Inc. Still, “we would 
prefer to see further data 
before concluding that the 


earlier downtrend in claims 
is being re-established.” 
Separately, the National 
Association of Realtors said 
more people signed con¬ 
tracts to buy homes in June 
for the second straight 
month. But the increase 
was not enough to signal a 
rebound in the weak hous¬ 
ing market. 

The Realtors group said its 
index of sales agreements 
for previously occupied 
homes rose 2.4 percent in 
June to a reading of 90.9. 
The gain and an 8.2 per¬ 
cent increase in May did 
not make up for a huge 
drop-off in April when con¬ 
tract signings had fallen 
11.3 percent. 

A reading of 100 is consid¬ 
ered healthy by econo¬ 
mists. The last time the index 
reached that level was in 
April 2010, the final month 
when buyers could qualify 
for a federal tax credit. 

The number of people 
seeking unemployment 
benefits remains higher 
than would be expected in 
a healthy economy. Con¬ 


sumers are holding back 
on spending because of 
stagnant wages, high un¬ 
employment, tighter credit, 
and depressed home pric¬ 
es. That's restraining eco¬ 
nomic growth. 
Unemployment applica¬ 
tions had fallen in Febru¬ 
ary to 375,000, a level that 
signals healthy job growth. 
But they then surged to an 
eight-month high of 478,000 
in April and have declined 
only slowly since then. 
Some of the drop likely re¬ 
flects seasonal volatility. 
Applications were elevat¬ 
ed earlier this month partly 
because of temporary lay¬ 
offs in the auto and other 
manufacturing industries, 
which are ending. Many 
auto companies close their 
factories in early July to 
prepare for new models. 
The total number of peo¬ 
ple receiving unemploy¬ 
ment benefits, meanwhile, 
dipped to 3.7 million. That 
doesn’t include millions of 
people receiving extended 
benefits under emergency 
programs enacted during 
the recession. All told, 7.65 
million people received 
benefits in the week ended 
July 9, the latest data avail- 
able.Analysts forecast that 
the economy grew in the 
April-June quarter by an 
annual rate of only 1.7 per¬ 


cent, the second straight 
quarter of anemic expan¬ 
sion. The government re¬ 
ports on second-quarter 
growth Friday. 

Hiring has slowed in recent 
months. The economy 
added only 18,000 net jobs 
in June. That's the fewest 
in nine months and below 
the average of 215,000 jobs 
per month that the econo¬ 
my added from February 
through April. 

The unemployment rate 
rose to 9.2 percent last 
month, the highest level of 
the year. 

Manufacturing had been a 
bright spot in the economy 
since the recession ended 
two years ago. But it has 
stumbled in recent months. 
Orders for long-lasting 
manufactured goods fell 
2.1 percent in June, the 
Commerce Department 
said Wednesday. It was 
the second drop in three 
months.Economists had ex¬ 
pected orders to increase, 
noting that temporary 
constraints have eased. In 
particular, gas prices have 
come down slightly since 
peaking in the spring.But 
manufacturing output has 
also been slowed by the 
Japan earthquake, which 
has disrupted global supply 
chains and created a parts 
shortage in the auto and 


electronics industries. 
Federal Reserve Chairman 
Ben Bernanke and many 
private economists expect 
growth to pick up in the 
second half of this year, 
predicting those temporary 
factors will fade. Gas pric¬ 
es, for example, averaged 
$3.70 a gallon on Wednes¬ 
day, down from their peak 
of nearly $4 in early May. 
But some are growing more 
concerned that the econ¬ 
omy’s weakness will persist. 
The Fed said Wednesday 
that its survey of econom¬ 
ic activity found growth 
slowed in eight of its 12 
regions in June and early 
July. The report, known as 
the Beige Book, was the 
weakest this year. Many 
economists are becom¬ 
ing more pessimistic about 
the second half of this year. 
Goldman Sachs recently 
cut its estimate for growth 
in the July-September pe¬ 
riod to 2.5 percent, down 
from 3.25 percent. JPMor- 
gan, meanwhile, reduced 
its estimate to 2.5 percent 
from 3 percent. Growth of 
about 2.5 percent is bare¬ 
ly enough to reduce the 
unemployment rate. The 
economy would need to 
grow 5 percent for a whole 
year to bring down the 
rate by one percentage 
pointO 


Business Briefs 


Deutsche Boerse Q2 profit up $258 M 

BERLIN (AP) — German stock market operator Deutsche 
Boerse says its second quarter sales dipped slightly but 
net profit rose by 11 percent to €179 million ($258 mil¬ 
lion) from €161 million a year earlier. 

The company said Thursday a decline in revenues of 6 
percent from €564 million to €529 million due to lower 
equity market volatility was compensated through “rig¬ 
orous cost discipline.” 

Deutsche Boerse AG is set to merge with New York Stock 
Exchange operator NYSE Euronext, creating the world’s 
largest exchange operator. 

It says total costs were down by 19 percent from €356 
million to €289 million, including costs of €19 million stem¬ 
ming from the planned merger. 

Deutsche Boerse runs the Frankfurt Stock Exchange, 
while NYSE Euronext also owns bourses in Paris, Lisbon, 
Brussels and Amsterdam. □ 

Tablet production will spur innovation 


BRASILIA, Brazil (AP) — 

Brazil says the planned 
production of tablet com¬ 
puters will help spur tech¬ 
nological innovation in 
Latin America's biggest 
country. 

Brazil has signed agree¬ 
ments with at least 10 
companies that make 
tablets. One of them is 
with Taiwanese manufac¬ 
turer Foxconn, which is 
expected to start produc¬ 
ing Apple Inc.’s iPads later 


this year in Brazil. Science 
and Technology Minister 
Aloizio Mercadante said 
Thursday that the tablet 
production should lead to 
the production of touch¬ 
screen monitors and semi¬ 
conductors. Mercadante 
added that government 
tax breaks will attract semi¬ 
conductor manufacturers 
to Brazil and make it the 
first nation in the Western 
Hemisphere to produce 
touch-screen monitors.Q 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 _ four; tiny 
frosted cake 
6 Minute particle 
10 Mama _ Elliot 

14 Without 
companions 

15 Commanded 

16 Assist in crime 

17 Hand covering 

18 Sherman 
Hemsley TV 
sitcom 

19 Femur or ulna 

20 Rough guess 
22 Stir up 

24 Popular 
detergent 

25 Child’s vehicle 

26 Buddy 

29 Articles; things 

30 _ as a beet 

31 Waterbirds 

33 Rings, as a bell 
37 Skunk’s 
defense 
39 Evans and 
Robertson 

41 Make a small 
cut 

42 Internal spies 
44 Very cold 

46 Go astray 

47 Grottoes 

49 Wiggle room 
51 Good student 

54 Duplicate 

55 Shown to be 
true 

56 Surrounded by 
armed forces 

60 Go skyward 

61 Sudden 
thought 

63 Transparent 

64 Of the U.S.A. 

65 Mediterranean 
and Caribbean 

66 Kid around with 

67 Actress Harper 

68 Roll call 
response 

69 Scatter 

DOWN 

1 Leaf of a book 

2 Building wings 

3 Sound the horn 


4 Ask, as to a 
party 

5 _with; full of 

6 Let up 

7 Easy to handle 

8 to Billy Joe” 

9 Troublemaker 

10 Train cars that 
bring up the rear 

11 Concerning 

12 Perceive; feel 

13 Drive 

21 _ up; tallied 

23 Frolic 

25 Commercial 
iron 

26 Word on a gift 
tag 

27 Change decor 

28 “American 

29 Bits of land in 
the ocean 

32 Avid 

34 Once more 

35 Italy’s currency 
before 2002 

36 Lively; agile 

38 Gets well 

40 Grain storage 
towers 


43 Store event 

45 Draws a picture 
of 

48 Disappear 

50 Embroiderer’s 
tiny hole 

51 “Jack _ could 
eat no fat...” 

52 Arson or theft 


53 Rubber 
tubes 

54 Discontinue 

56 Carry 

57 _ up; 
prepare 

58 Leisure 

59 Sketched 

62 Gee’s follower 
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Today In History 

Today is Friday July 29, the 21 Oth day of 2011. There are 
155 days left in the year. 

Highlights in history on this date: 


1499 - Lepanto in Greece 
surrenders to forces of Tur¬ 
key’s Sultan. 

1588 - The English defeat 
the Spanish Armada in the 
Battle of Gravelines. 

1656 - Poles under John Ca- 
simir are defeated at War¬ 
saw by combined Swedish- 
Brandenburg force. 

1858 - United States and 
Japan sign their first com¬ 
mercial treaty. 

1900 - Italy’s King Humbert 
I is assassinated by an an¬ 
archist. 

1914 - Transcontinental 

telephone service begins 
with the first phone conver¬ 
sation between New York 
and San Francisco. 

1980 - The biggest military 
operation of the year in 
El Salvador kills over 170 
peasants and leftist guerril¬ 
las near the Honduran bor¬ 
der. The guerrillas moved 
into northern Chalatenan- 
go Province and declared 
the area “free territory of 
El Salvador.” The operation 
lasts four days. 

1996 - China conducts a 
nuclear test but promises 
it will join a moratorium on 
further tests. 

1997 - The waters off 
Minamata, Japan, are de¬ 
clared free of mercury 65 
years after a local factory 
started dumping waste that 
caused one of the worst en¬ 
vironmental disasters ever. 

1998 - A former Cabinet 
minister of Spain and 11 
others are convicted of 
kidnapping, concluding a 
trial that exposed the for¬ 
mer government's role in 
death squads that target¬ 
ed Basque separatists. 

1999 - The first express pas¬ 
senger train between Am¬ 
man, Jordan, and Damas¬ 
cus, Syria, begins service 
with six new trains. 


2000 - A U.S. soldier. Staff 
Sgt. Frank J. Ronghi, pleads 
guilty to the murder and 




Today is Martina McBride’s 
birthday 


forcible sodomy of an eth¬ 
nic Albanian girl in Kosovo. 
He is later convicted and 
sentenced to life in prison. 
2003 - Sierra Leonean rebel 
leader Foday Sankoh, who 
had been in United Nations 
custody since 2000 and was 
awaiting trial on charges 
of mass murder and other 
crimes, dies at a hospital in 
Freetown after a stroke. 

2006 - Sri Lanka's air force 
bombs Tamil Tiger rebel 
positions for a fourth day, 
killing seven rebels and 
wounding 14 in spiraling vi¬ 
olence that threatened to 
drag the country back into 
full-blown civil war. 

2007 - Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe’s ruling 
party suffers a humiliating 
defeat in parliamentary 
elections, one of the Liberal 
Democratic Party's worst 
showings in its almost five- 


decade rule. 

2008 — The Bosnian war 
crimes court convicts sev¬ 
en Bosnian Serbs of geno¬ 
cide in the 1995 massacre 
of Bosnian Muslims at Sre¬ 
brenica, and hands down 
prison sentences ranging 
from 38 to 42 years. 

2009 - Microsoft finally 
persuades Yahoo to sur¬ 
render control of the Inter¬ 
net's second most popular 
search engine and join it in 
a daunting battle — taking 
on the overwhelming dom¬ 
inance of Google in the 
online advertising market. 

2010 - Poll shows Pakistans 
have an overwhelmingly 
negative view of the Unit¬ 
ed States despite billions in 
aid from Washington and a 
shared threat from extrem¬ 
ists. 

Today’s Birthdays: 

Alexis de Toqueville, French 
political scientist (1805- 
1859); Benito Mussolini, Ital¬ 
ian dictator (1883-1945); 
Booth Tarkington, U.S. nov¬ 
elist (1869-1946), Sigmund 
Romberg, Hungarian-born 
composer (1887-1951); Dag 
Hammarskjold, Swedish 
U.N. Secretary-General and 
Nobel Peace Prize laureate 
(1905-1961); Clara Bow, U.S. 
actress (1905-1965), Mikis 
Theodorakis, Greek com¬ 
poser (1925--); Peter Jen¬ 
nings, Canadian-born ABC 
newsman (1938-2005), Ken 
Burns, U.S. documentary 
filmmaker (1953--), Martina 
McBride, U.S. country singer 
(1966--). 

Thought For Today: 

The fellow who says he’ll 
meet you halfway usually 
thinks he’s standing on the 
dividing line — O.A. Battis¬ 
ta, Canadian-born author- 
scientist.Q 


MALM0K VILLA FOR SALE 



Luxury Villa Amustsee!! - US$995,000,00 
Pool, Jacuzzi, 6 beds, 6 bath, Great Location! 


For more info call: 

Aruba: (297) 731-2141 or US: 310-295-0264 


Aruba Home Minders HM 

“Your Peace of Mind in Paradise” 


Aruba's premier property management/rental company 
Customized property management packages 
Competative commission rates 
No marketing fees 

Fully insured info@arubahomeminders.com 
www.arubahomeminders.com Cell- 733.4663 




FOR RENT 

Condo at Oceania 
(Eagle Beach) 

Ocean view 

3rd Floor 
3 swimming pools 
Elevator, Gym, Internet, 
Cable TV, Landscaped garden 
$2750 per month (exluding 
utilities) 

Tel.734-4750 or 
werner@mparuba.com 
Pictures at 

www.oranjestad.be 

104038 


FOR RENT 

Executive Apartment 
Wacamaya Rooi Santo Noord 

1st Floor 

1 bed room apartment 
Fully furnished, swimming pool 
Landscaped garden 
$1300 per month 
(excluding utilities) 

Tel. 734-4750 
werner@mparuba.com 

104039 


VACATION SPECIAL 
Aruba Beach Club 

wk 232 Aug 6-13 $650 4p 
wk 34 Aug 20-27 $600 4p 
wk 35 Aug 27 Sept 3 $600 4p 
wk 37/38 Royal Sept 10-24 
$1700 6p 

wk 33 Ambassador 
Aug 13-20 $600 4p 

583-4403 / 560-3297 

192193A 


Own & Earn Money 
Beachfront Condo For Sale 

The Condo boats 2 
bedrooms and 2 bathrooms, 
a fully equipped kitchen, 
built in closet and suite walk 
in closet. 

Own this dream and earn 
between US$30k and $50k 
annually! Interested? 
Call +297-7331261 
+297-745-3121 

104408 


GUUUIESAII 

July 30 and 31st at 
Boroncana 15C 
from 9:00 am 
to 3:00 pm. 

Beds, computer, 
electronics, 
clothing, toys, 
books english / 
dutch, household 
items, camping 
tent 

Info. 562-7722 
594-7424 

192187B 



DOCTOR 

ON 

DUTY 

xmamna 

V , 29 JULY 

Dr. Samuels 


Pharmacy on duty 

f ORANJESTAD: 


Botica Noord Tel: 586-4616 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


San Lucas Tel: 584-4830 


Police 

Police 581-1100 


Oranjestad 

582-4000 

Noord 

587-0009 

Sta. Cruz 

585-4710 

Savaneta 

584-7000 

San Nicolas 

584-5000 

Emergency 


Numbers 



Of es** 

Emergency 

911 

Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

587-4300 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 


Services 


Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 


Cruise Ship 


1 Ocean Dream 



Aruba Airport Tel:524-2424 
American Airlines Tel: 582-2700 
Avianca Tel: 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles Tel: 588-1900 
Insel Air Tel: 588-9314 

Jet Blue Tel: 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines Tel: 582-7117 
Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896 


Tiara Air Tel: 588-4272 

Venezolana Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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£31 SCIENCE 



Titanic explorer details new deep-sea journey 



Dr. Robert Ballard, president of the Sea Research Foundation at the Mystic Aquarium Institute for 
Exploration, announces details about his next expedition at the Nautilus Live Theater at the Mystic 
Aquarium Institute of Exploration, in Mystic, Conn., Thursday, July 28, 2011. 

Associated Press 


STEPHEN DOCKERY 
Associated Press 
MYSTIC, Conn. (AP) 


PLEAMRi 


Oceanographer Robert 
Ballard, best known for dis¬ 
covering the Titanic wreck. 
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has new plans to plumb 
the depths of the seas. 
Ballard said Thursday that 
his latest deep-sea ven¬ 
ture will send crews comb¬ 
ing through the Black, Ae¬ 
gean and Mediterranean 
seas for artifacts from ship 
wrecks and ancient civili¬ 
zations. 

His research vessel, the E/V 
Nautilus, set out from a port 
in Turkey last week on a 
four-month mission that will 
use four remote-operated 
vehicles and sonar tech¬ 
nology to explore lost cit¬ 
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Call: 


5612598 

5617819 


ies, as well as hydrothermal 
vents and undersea volca¬ 
noes. 

At a news conference at 
Mystic Aquarium in Con¬ 
necticut, Ballard said that 
while he has a general idea 
of what his crew might find, 
the exploration is about 
looking for the unknown. 
“We’re fascinated by ex¬ 
tremely confusing parts of 
our planet and we say ‘let's 
go there and see if we can 
figure it out,” said Ballard, 
a co-leader of the mission 
who is planning to join the 
ship later. 

The 211-foot ship, carrying 
a team of about 15 scien¬ 
tists, will travel through wa¬ 
ters including the Hellenic 
and Aeolian Arcs, the Gor- 
ringe bank and the Straits 
of Sicily — a course that will 
take it near deep trenches, 
continental faults and cit¬ 
ies under the surface of the 
Mediterranean that are 
more than 2,000 years old. 
The journey is expected to 
wrap up in November off 
the coast of Israel. 

Ballard, who is also a pro¬ 
fessor at the University of 
Rhode Island, founded the 
Institute for Exploration at 
the Sea Research Founda¬ 
tion, the nonprofit environ¬ 
mental organization that 
also runs Mystic Aquarium. 
Besides leading an inter¬ 
national team that discov¬ 
ered the RMS Titanic in 1985 
on the floor of the North 
Atlantic, Ballard found the 
wrecks of the battleship Bis- 
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marck and the PT-109 tor¬ 
pedo patrol boat that John 
F. Kennedy commanded 
during World War II. 

The 69-year-old explorer 
said his ship will dispatch 
video and audio feeds 
from this newest venture 
to connect with the public 
as he pursues new discov¬ 
eries. The material will be 
available online and at a 
theater at Mystic Aquari¬ 
um, and teams of educa¬ 
tors will rotate aboard the 
ship to host information ses¬ 
sions and explain the latest 
finds. 

Mission co-leader Katherine 
Croft Bell said the live tech¬ 
nology lets the ship expand 
beyond the knowledge of 
the scientists onboard. 

“If we don’t have the prop¬ 
er expertise on the ship 
we can call somebody on 
shore and have them be 
a part of the exploration in 
real time,” Bell said. 

Paul Johnson, an ocean¬ 
ographer at the University 
of Washington who has 
worked with Ballard, said 
these types of expeditions 
help stir public interest in 
deep-sea research. He 
said the voyage was not a 
traditional research mission 
and would likely involve 
a mixture of education, 
entertainment and “prob¬ 
ably some science mixed 
in there.” 

The ship’s primary mission 
is to make discoveries, not 
try to extract artifacts or dis¬ 
turb the seabed. For Ballard 
and the E/V Nautilus, that 
means setting themselves 
up for to find something 
new by planning trips over 
unusual or unknown areas. 
“What really excites me is 
when you go looking for 
one thing and find some¬ 
thing more important,” Bal¬ 
lard said. 

“So we are all about cre¬ 
ating moments of discov¬ 
ery by trying to get a little 
lucky," he saidO 
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Lady Gaga 


NEW YORK (AP) — Lady 
Gaga will release a book of 
photographs with fashion 
photographer Terry Rich¬ 
ardson. 

Grand Central Publishing 
announced Thursday that 
it will release the book, 
“Lady Gaga,” on Nov. 22. 
The publisher said the book 
will include more than 350 
color and black-and-white 
photographs of Gaga. 


Richardson followed the 
singer for 10 months be¬ 
tween Aug. 2010 and Feb. 
2011. That time period in¬ 
cludes Lady Gaga's Mon¬ 
ster Ball tour and the re¬ 
cording of her album “Born 
This Way." 

Lady Gaga will write the 
book’s forward. 

On Thursday, the pop star 
surpassed 12 million follow¬ 
ers on Twitter. □ 



US town won’t name 
bridge after Cobain 


Kurt Cobain 

ABERDEEN, Washington (AP) — Kurt Cobain’s hometown 
won’t be renaming a bridge after the late Nirvana front 
man. 

Council members in Aberdeen, Washington, voted 10-1 
against a resolution to rename the bridge. 

KXRO reports the vote against the Cobain rename drew 
applause from the audience at Wednesday’s council 
meeting. Some people were concerned about memori¬ 
alizing the grunge rock musician because of his drug use, 
suicide and negative comments about his hometown. 
The council did vote to name a small body of land on 
the Wishkah River the Cobain Landing.Q 
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Box Office Preview: 

‘Cowboys’ to outdraw ‘Smurfs’ 



In this publicity image released by Universal Pictures, Olivia Wil¬ 
de, left, and Daniel Craig are shown in a scene from “Cowboys 
& Aliens.” 


(AP Photo/Universal Pictures, Zade Rosenthal) 


PAUL DERGARABEDIAN 
For The Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 

mash-up “Cowboys & 
Aliens" will likely mean a 
smack-down for a super¬ 
hero and some Smurfs this 
weekend, with the Univer¬ 
sal/Dreamworks sci-fi/West- 
ern expected to open with 
a gross of between $40 mil¬ 
lion and $45 million at more 
than 3,700 theaters in North 
America. Starring Harrison 
Ford and Daniel Craig, di¬ 
rected by “Iron Man’s” Jon 
Favreau, and with Steven 
Spielberg among its pro¬ 
ducers, this truly original film 
defies categorization and 
industry projections for its 
opening have varied. Yet 
awareness is very high for 
the film, which had its world 
premiere at Comic-Con 


this past weekend, and the 
fan-boy factor should carry 
it to victory, despite weak 
reviews. 

A superhero vs. Smurf 
smack-down in the $30 mil¬ 
lion range is expected for 
the weekend’s No. 2 spot 
as Paramount/Marvel’s 
“Captain America: The First 
Avenger” tries to maintain 
some of last weekend’s 
opening glory against PG 
newcomer “The Smurfs.” 
Starring Neil Patrick Harris, 
the Sony 3-D film based on 
the wildly popular Smurfs 
comic books and the 1980s 
animated TV series is the 
very definition of cute and 
should do well with family 
audiences. 

“Captain America” de¬ 
buted in first place last 
weekend with $65 million 


and has been a solid mid¬ 
week warrior with more 
than $85 million deposited 
in “America's" treasury 
through Tuesday, its sixth 
day of release. The film 
should easily pass the $100 
million mark in North Amer¬ 
ica this weekend, when it 
also opens wide overseas. 
“Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows: Part 2” 
from Warner Bros, should 
maintain its money-making 
magic, placing fourth at 
about $20 million domesti¬ 
cally and likely setting still 
another record on Satur¬ 
day when it could cross 
the $1 billion mark interna¬ 
tionally after just 16 days 
in release. This would beat 
“Avatar’s” 17-day sprint to 
$1 billion in 2009 — with the 
usual help from ticket-price 
inflation, of course. 

The debuting “Crazy Stupid 
Love" from Warner Bros, 
offers summer audiences 
something different: a PG- 
13 comedy in a season 
that's been dominated by 
no less than five R-rated 
comedies. 

Featuring a strong en¬ 
semble cast that includes 
Steve Carell, Ryan Gosling 
and Emma Stone, the date 
crowd will find much to love 
in this crazy mix of comedy 
and drama, giving it a not- 
so-stupid fifth-place gross 
approaching $18 millionO 


Actress de la Huerta pleads guilty in NY bar scrap 


JENNIFER PELTZ, 

Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Actress 
Paz de la Huerta admitted 
Thursday that she harassed 
a reality TV figure in a con¬ 
frontation that authori¬ 
ties said was laced with ill 
will about their respective 
claims to fame. 

“I’m extremely glad this is 
over,” the “Boardwalk Em¬ 
pire” actress said after ac¬ 
knowledging in court that 
she threatened to hit Sa¬ 
mantha Swetra in March at 
a bar at a chic Manhattan 
hotel. De la Huerta plead¬ 
ed guilty to harassment, a 
violation that is akin to a 
traffic ticket. Her plea deal 
calls for a day of commu¬ 
nity service and 12 weeks 
of alcohol counseling.Q 



Actress Paz de la Huerta walks with her attorney Jamel Oeser- 
Sweat into the Manhattan Criminal Courts building in New York. 
The “Boardwalk Empire” actress admitted that she harassed a 
reality TV figure in a confrontation that authorities said was laced 
with ill will about their respective claims to fame. 

(AP Photo/Craig Ruttle, file) 
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US movies headline Venice Film Festival 



Venice Film Festival president Paolo Baratta, left, and director Marco Muller, speak at a press 
conference in Rome, Thursday, July 28, 2011. Roman Polanski, David Cronenberg and 5 American 
directors, including George Clooney and Abel Ferrara, will compete at this year's Venice Film 
Festival. Organizers said Thursday that all 22 movies competing for the Golden Lion are world 
premieres. Madonna and Al Pacino will present their feature films out of competition during the 
Aug. 31 -Sept. 10 festival. Also out of competition is Steven Soderbergh's “Contagion,” a virus thriller 
with an all-star cast that includes Matt Damon, Jude Law and Gwyneth Paltrow. 

(AP Photo/Pier Paolo Cito) 


ALESSANDRA RIZZO 
Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — American 
filmmakers dominate the 
lineup of this year’s Ven¬ 
ice Film Festival, where 
George Clooney and four 
others will be competing 
for the Golden Lion, while 
Madonna, Al Pacino and 
Steven Soderbergh will 
premiere their latest direc¬ 
torial efforts. 

The strong lineup also in¬ 
cludes Roman Polanski’s 
“Carnage,” an adapta¬ 
tion of the Broadway show 
“God of Carnage" featur¬ 
ing Jodie Foster, Kate Win¬ 
slet and Christoph Waltz; 
David Cronenberg’s take 
on psychoanalysis “A Dan¬ 
gerous Method,” featur¬ 
ing Keira Knightley, Viggo 
Mortensen and Michael 
Fassbender; and “Shame,” 
a drama by British director 
Steve McQueen featur¬ 
ing Fassbender and Carey 
Mulligan. 

All 22 movies in competition 
at the world’s oldest festival 
are world premieres, orga¬ 


nizers said Thursday. 

One of the 22 titles was 
kept secret and will be an¬ 
nounced in coming weeks. 
“We have looked for and 


strengthened a relation¬ 
ship with American cinema 
each year,” said festival di¬ 
rector Marco Mueller. 
However, he stressed that 


the guidelines for selecting 
the movies were just “to 
take beautiful movies, mov¬ 
ies that would make one 
think and dream.” 


He cited Clooney’s po¬ 
litical drama “The Ides of 
March” as an example of 
a “sharp film that takes a 
look at today with a critical 
eye.” 

The film about corruption 
and idealism in American 
politics, which stars Cloo¬ 
ney, Ryan Gosling, Paul 
Giamatti and Philip Sey¬ 
mour Hoffman, will open 
the festival on Aug. 31. 
Other American movies in 
competition include end- 
of-the-world film “4:44 Last 
Day on Earth” by Abel Fer¬ 
rara; “Dark Horse” starring 
Mia Farrow and Christopher 
Walken and directed by 
Todd Solondz; “Killer Joe,” 
a black comedy by William 
Friedkin starring Matthew 
McConaughey in the title 
role; and the second fea¬ 
ture film by Ami Canaan 
Mann, “Texas Killing Fields," 
a murder drama featuring 
Sam Worthington and Jes¬ 
sica Chastain. 

Also in competition are a 
spy movie based on John 
le Carre’s best-seller “Tin¬ 
ker, Taylor, Soldier, Spy” 
starring Oscar winner Colin 
Firth; “Himizu,” based on a 
manga comic-book; and 
“Poulet Aux Prunes” (liter¬ 
ally translated as “Chicken 
with Plums”) co-directed by 
Marjane Satrapi, the author 
of comic book and Oscar- 
nominated film “Persepo- 
lis," and Vincent Paronn- 
aud. 

Chastain, who had previ¬ 
ously starred in “The Tree of 
Life,” also appears in Paci¬ 
no's “Wilde Salome,” an ex¬ 
ploration of Oscar Wilde’s 
work that combines docu¬ 
mentary and film, much like 
Pacino did in his previous 
“Looking for Richard." 

In addition to the five films 
competing for fhe fop prize, 
seven American movies are 
to be shown in side events. 
They include the Pacino 
movie and works by Jona¬ 
than Demme, James Fran¬ 
co and Whit Stillman. 

The lineup suggests a 
star-studded red carpet, 
though Mueller would not 
say which stars will attend 
the festival. 

Among the most highly- 
anticipated events is Ma¬ 
donna’s second feature 
film, the U.K. production 
“W.E.’U 


Colorful creations: 

Colombia Moda Fashion Week 



Modes wear creations by Spain’s designer Agatha Ruiz De La Prada during the Colombia Moda fashion show in Medellin, 
Colombia, Thursday July 28, 2011. 

(AP Photo/Luis Benavides) 
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Can’t we do this right? 



THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN 
© 2011 New York Times 

There is only one thing worse 
than Republicans and Demo¬ 
crats failing to agree to lift the 
debt ceiling, and that is lifting 
the debt ceiling without a well- 
thought-out plan and with hasty 
cuts totaling trillions of dollars 
over a decade. What business 
do you know - that is still in busi¬ 
ness - would operate this way: 
making massive long-term cuts, 
negotiated by exhausted ex¬ 
ecutives, without any strategic 
plan? It certainly wouldn’t be a 
business you’d expect to thrive. 
Maybe you can grow without 
a plan. But if you cut without a 
plan, you will almost surely hit an 
artery or a bone that could re¬ 
ally debilitate you. That, I fear, is 
where we are heading. 

Stop for a minute and ask: What 
would it look like if we were ap¬ 
proaching this problem prop¬ 
erly? For starters, two years 
ago Congress and the Obama 
administration would have col¬ 
laborated on a series of hear¬ 
ings under fhe heading: “What 
world are we living in?” They 
would have included a broad 
range of business, education 
and technology leaders testify¬ 
ing abouf what are the major 
trends and opportunities that 
are expected to shape the job 
market for fhe next decade. 
Surely, the hyperconnecting of 
the world, the intensification of 
globalization and outsourcing, 
the challenges of energy and 
climate and the growing auto¬ 
mation of fhe work space fhat 
is rapidly increasing productiv¬ 
ity with fewer workers all would 
have figured prominenfly. 

Then we would have puf togeth¬ 
er “The National Commission for 
21st Century America,” with this 
assignment: Given these big 
trends, what will America need 
to thrive in this world and how 
should we adapt our unique for¬ 
mula for success? 

Yes, we have developed such 
a formula over fhe course of 
American history, and it is built 
on five basic pillars: educafing 
the workforce up to and be¬ 
yond whatever technology de¬ 
mands; building the world’s best 
infrastructure of ports, roads and 
telecommunications; attracting 
the world’s most dynamic and 
high-IQ immigrants to enrich 
our universities and start new 
businesses; putting together the 
best regulations to incentivize 
risk-taking while curbing reck¬ 
lessness (not always perfectly); 
and funding research to push 
out the boundaries of science 
and then let American inno¬ 
vators and venture capitalists 
pluck off the most promising 
new ideas for new business. 

Only after we had done all that 


would we then sit down with a 
blank sheet of paper and say, 
“OK, given our current fiscal pre¬ 
dicament, where should we cut 
spending and where must we 
raise new tax revenues so that 
we can bring our government 
back to solvency and, at the 
same time, reinvigorate our for¬ 
mula for growth and success.” 
After all, “We don’t just need a 
plan for regaining American sol¬ 
vency. We need a plan for main¬ 
taining American greatness and 
sustaining the American dream 
for another generation,” ar¬ 
gues Michael Mandelbaum, the 
Johns Hopkins University foreign 
policy expert (and co-author 
with me of a forthcoming book). 
“Such a plan requires cutting, 
taxing and spending. It requires 
cutting because we have made 
promises to ourselves on Social 
Security, Medicare and Medic¬ 
aid that we cannot keep with¬ 
out reforming each of them." 
But we cannot possibly gener¬ 
ate the savings - or the new 
investments we need in our for¬ 
mula for success - by just tak¬ 
ing funds from these social pro¬ 
grams and shredding the social 
safety nets, adds Mandelbaum. 
“That would trigger a backlash 
against free-market capitalism. 
And free-market capitalism is 
the engine of our growth, and 
growth is the best way to re¬ 
duce the deficit.” 

That is why we need to raise new 
tax revenues as well - so we can 
simultaneously shrink the entitle¬ 
ments programs, but still keep 
them viable, and generate the 
funds needed to strengthen all 
five parts of our growth formula. 
Anyone who says that either en¬ 
titlement reform or tax increases 
are off fhe fable does not have 
a plan for sustaining American 
greatness and passing on the 
American dream to the next 
generation. 

Alas, that is the Tea Party. It is 
so lacking in any aspiration for 
American greafness, so domi¬ 
nated by the narrowest visions 
for our counfry and so ignorant 
of the fact that it was not tax 
cuts that made America great 
but our unique public-private 
partnerships across the genera¬ 
tions. If sane Republicans do not 
stand up to this Hezbollah fac¬ 
tion in their midst, the Tea Party 
will take the GOP on a suicide 
mission. No American politician 
was more allergic to debt or tax¬ 
es than Thomas Jefferson, but 
he also appreciated the need 
to have the resources to make 
the Louisiana Purchase and in¬ 
sisted that on his tombstone it 
be written that he founded the 
University of Virginia. 

Personally, I’ll support anyone 
with a real plan to cut spend¬ 
ing, raise revenues and boost in¬ 
vestment in the five pillars of our 
success - Democrat or Repub¬ 
lican. But if neither Republicans 
nor Democrats can see that we 
need a hybrid politics today - 
one that requires cutting, tax¬ 
ing and investing as part of a 
single nation-building strategy 
(phased in over time) - then I’ll 
hope for a third party that does 
get it and can take us where we 
need to go.Q 
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WASHINGTON - Just three 
months ago, for at least a little 
while, everything felt so differ¬ 
ent. You were triumphant, the 
audaciously hopeful gambler 
who had rolled the dice and 
vanquished bin Laden, even 
though some of the experts ad¬ 
vising you had put the odds well 
below 50-50. 

For showing extraordinary nerve, 
you were repaid with excep¬ 
tional luck. 

Even three weeks ago, you were 
in a better place. 

Unbeknownst to most of fhe 
partisan warriors and nearly all 
of the cynical scribes around 
town, you and John Boehner 
had been huddling in the White 
House, talking trillions, tracing 
the heady contours of a grand 
bargain. 

It was another big bet, but with 
odds no worse than the last one, 
or so you calculated. 

And in Boehner, you believed, 
you’d found a similarly motivat¬ 
ed accomplice with a similarly 
long-range view. Despite your 
customary reserve, you expe¬ 
rienced the stirrings of a real 
fondness for him. 

Then ... breakdowns. Sfandoffs. 
Near chaos on Capitol Hill. And, 
now, a piteous basket of pathet¬ 
ic final-hour fixes that could yield 
a downgrade of fhe country’s 
credit rating and aren’t durable 
solutions: Band-Aids where a 


tourniquet was once discussed. 
Even if default is averted, the 
nation’s mountainous debt will 
likely remain a source of anguish 
and acrimony through and even 
past the 2012 election. 

Will there ever be any money or 
oxygen for actually getting stuff 
done? 

That was part of what a grand 
bargain was supposed to ac¬ 
complish: not just badly need¬ 
ed fiscal discipline but badly 
wanted Obama liberation; one 
emphatic, enduring push past 
this constipated juncture; a 
changed discussion before Elec¬ 
tion Day; enough cutbacks and 
revenue to permit some spend¬ 
ing again down the line. Repub¬ 
licans sensed all of fhat. 

It gave them added incentive to 
stop you, not that they needed 
much more. 

They don’t trust you. No mat¬ 
ter how reasonable a face you 
show them, they’re convinced 
that a raging liberal lies be¬ 
neath, biding his time. 

What a crew they are, tarring 
you as the Spendthrift-in-Chief, 
though the fiscal crater in which 
Washington languishes was dug 
in enormous measure by an 
economic slowdown that pre¬ 
ceded you and by the tax cuts 
and military campaigns of their 
president. You got stuck with the 
mess. 

That’s your cinching, suffocat¬ 
ing, unjust reality. 

Your campaign had all the ro¬ 
mance of history in the mak¬ 
ing; your presidency has all the 
drudgery of a toxic cleanup. 
You orated your way into janito¬ 
rial work. 

Into a ceaseless, tedious blame 
game, too. 

That’s Washington’s default 
pastime, and it’s a blood sport, 
which you and Boehner were 
playing during your rival ad¬ 
dresses Monday night, when the 
battle wasn’t just about the debt 
ceiling but about images and 
reputations in the aftermath. 

On Tuesday and Wednesday, 
it was the Republicans who 
looked more incompetent and 
immature, as Boehner fought to 
subdue the obstructionists in his 
ranks, purists who won’t brook 
even the most picayune com¬ 
promise, let alone the tiniest tax 


increase. 

Some of fhem don’f fear de¬ 
fault. They somehow regard it as 
a fleeting, instructive purgative. 
But if the country winds up there, 
and even if it doesn’t, it’s hard 
to see how this embarrassing 
mess doesn’t taint you. There 
will be questions about whether 
you put your marker down at the 
right time, with enough specific¬ 
ity and force. 

There will be assertions that you 
didn’t make a persuasive and 
coherent enough case to vot¬ 
ers. 

At least a majority of them still 
blame your predecessor for fhe 
gasping economy. 

But that can last only so long, 
and it’s not a refrain you can 
tote onto the campaign trail, 
swapping “Yes We Can” for 
“Not My Fault.” 

Your fortunes may well be man¬ 
acled to an unemployment rate 
that, to your thinking, is more 
reflective of dynamics beyond 
your control than of any tinker¬ 
ing you can do. 

So you watch. You wait. The 
aloofness observers ascribe to 
you could just as accurately be 
described as fatalism. 

It has been a challenging few 
years, and not just politically. 
Michelle wasn’t as prepared 
for the airlessness and isolation 
of “the bubble” as some of the 
first ladies before her. It’s one of 
Washington’s worst-kept secrets 
that she has known happier 
times. 

The coming campaign won’t 
thrill her. 

But you’re still catching breaks. 
Your field of Republican chal¬ 
lengers is weak. 

None have your personal narra¬ 
tive, your symbolic power. Even 
Americans unsure of you remain 
invested in you. 

A second term could be yours. 
Would it be much better and 
freer than the first? With the $4 
trillion package that you and 
Boehner once discussed long 
gone, will you ever be able to 
govern during a chapter free 
of limits, ceilings, boxes, con¬ 
straints? You got health care 
reform, and then you got heart¬ 
ache. What you must worry that 
you’ll never get is a sustained, 
true chance.□ 
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FRESH FISH BBQ and BUFFET 

All You Can Eat! 
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Restaurant at the Fisherman's Pier - Aruba 



For the little ones half price! 


Includes Aruban Fish sou 
Fresh Catch of the day, 
Salad bar and more! 




For reservations call 586 2288 
Located between MooMba Beach and Marriott Surf Club 























